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ABSTRACT

The advent, consolidation and even seamless practice of Islam in
different places are greatly connected to the efforts of some
individuals who took drastic initiatives that brought about cohesion
and compatibility between the texts (Qur’an and Hadith) of Islam and
the reality of times and places. Shaykh Adam is one of those pragmatic
scholars with outstanding reforming zeal for Islam in Yorubaland. He
devised different means to halt the increasing waves of ignorance and
nominalism among Muslims. He also unites Muslims in the region
under one umbrella. His personality and the approaches he adopted
in turning Yorubaland into an abode of Islam have however received
less attention from scholars, especially of English background. This
paper, therefore, aims at discussing his personality and assessing his
approaches in the bid to make Islam a household religion in
Yorubaland. The historical method is adopted to achieve the
objectives of this paper. The findings revealed that Shaykh Adam
remains one of the foremost and outstanding scholars in the areas of
teaching, preaching and writing across Yorubaland with
accomplishments that have not been equalled or surpassed by anyone.
Also, it is discovered that the nerve centre of his activities is Markaz
through which he dismantled the barriers of ignorance vis-a-vis
Arabic language and Islamic education in Yorubaland. He also
brought Yoruba Muslims under one umbrella courtesy of Rabitah. The
paper, therefore, concluded that Shaykh Adam is a scholar of note
with enduring landmarks across not only the Yorubaland or Nigeria
but also the Muslim world.

KEYWORDS:
Shaykh Adam Abdullahi, Markaz, Rabitah, Ignorance, Yorubaland

1. Introduction
Nigeria is a country with two major divisions between the north and
south. Islam is stronger in the former than in the latter due to various
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reasons, which include the early arrival of the religion in the zone and
19th-century Jihad activities, which culminated to establishment of
Sokoto Caliphate. Islam was introduced to the southerners by the
northerners. Therefore, northerners are predominantly Muslims, while
the south is having Muslims as a simple majority. Both zones are however
faced with the challenges of polytheism and syncretism among others, but
that of the south is mixed with ignorance due to cultural influence and
low level of Islamic learning, especially among the Yoruba. Shaykh
Uthman Ibn Fidi (d.1817) took up that of northern Nigeria which gave
birth to the Caliphate, but there was no such a coordinated effort in the
south. Despite the late arrival of Islam in the land and the slow pace of
acceptance by the people, the few Muslims then were ignorant of the basic
teachings of Islam.? As the number increases, so also their level of
ignorance and the few available scholars could not match up with the
increasing number of Muslims across the land. Shaykh Adam Abdullahi
Al-llor1 was one of the major scholars with outstanding reforming
initiatives which turned around Islam in Yorubaland. His efforts to
consolidate Islam in the land were unique and appropriate. This paper is
therefore an effort to examine his reforming activities and their effects on
Islam and Muslims in Yorubaland.

2. Research Method

This article adopted a historical method of research. This is because
the topic of discussion is greatly related to historical facts about the
personality of Shaykh Adam and his reforms. Through it, various relevant
published works, including those that were written by Shaykh Adam
himself, conference proceedings, dissertations and thesis were put
together to gather relevant information about his person and his methods
in bringing about reforms that changed the narratives about Islam in
Yorubaland. The inductive and deductive approaches were used in
gaining in-depth knowledge from the various relevant sources that were
consulted.

3. Background

I[slam, since the Prophet departed the world, has been going through
different shades of transformation as may be necessitated by either time
or place. Tackling various challenges as may be presented by times or
places is one of the reasons why the concept of Islah(reform) and Tajdid
(renew) among others are embedded in the religion (Islam), hence the
Prophet is reported to have stated that in every century, Allah will bring

1, Aliyu Sakairiyau, “Transmission of Learning in Modern Ilorin : A History of Islamic
Education 1897-2012” (An Unpublished PhD Thesis Submitted to Universiteit
Leiden, 2015), 38.
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forth, a religious reformer.? This has been the reality in Islam since the
demise of the Prophet. There had been various challenges and conscious
Muslim individuals have taken them up to effect the necessary changes
without compromising Islam. The periods of the rightly guided Caliphs
(Al-Khulafa u’r-Rashidiin) after the prophet were with different
challenges. The compilation and standardization of the Qur’an by
Abubakar, the first Khalifah and Uthman, the third Khalifah respectively
were due to some of those the challenges. Also, the problem of Mu'tazilites
vis-a-vis the names and attributes of Allah, especially the Jahmiyyah made
Ibn Taymiyyah (d.1328) add the tawhid ‘I-asma’wa ’s-sifat (names and
attributes of Allah). Ibn Abdulwahhab(d.1792) also faced the problem of
innovation, syncretism, and Shirk among others, while the major problem
in modern times is related to the Chaliphate and application of Shari’ah.
These spurred Scholars like Sayyid Qutb (d.1966) and Abu-Ala al-
Mawdudi (d.1979) among others to call for the adoption of Tawhid 'I-
Hakimiyyah. The likes of Jamaludeen Al-Afghani (d.1897), Muhammad
Abduhu (d.1905), and Rashid Rida (d.1935) among others were Muslim
reformers at different times in the history of Islam. *This research is
therefore to examine the efforts of Shaykh Adam on Islamic learning as a
major problem in Yorubaland.

4. Research Objectives

The objective of this paper is to discuss the personality of Shaykh
Adam to bring his reform blueprint, covering his activities as a teacher,
preacher, writer and founder of a major Madrasah (Markaz) in
Yorubaland, into the limelight. This will go a long way in immortalizing
his achievements, enabling English readers and researchers to have an in-
depth knowledge of his efforts and making him a template for the present
and future generations because of the need to create a balance between
[slam and the reality of time and place is not an ending one.

5. Profile of Shaykh Adam (d.1992)

Shaykh Adam Abdullah Al-Ilori was a Sunni by denomination, Maliki
by Madhhab, As-Shacirah by cAqidah (creed) and a Sufi of Qadiriyyah
Order. As an Islamic scholar, he was an Usuli (jurist), Faqih (scholar),
historian, author, orator, social commentator, preacher, founder, Mudir
(director), Mufassir (exegete), Muhadith (scholar of hadith), philosopher
and a Zahid(ascetic). He gave the Muslims in Yorubaland a sense of
direction and pioneered many major landmarks in Islamic scholarship in
the Southwest in particular and Nigeria in general. He was born in the

2, Abu Dawud Sulayman ibn al-Ash’ath As-Sijistani, Sunan Abi Dawud (Beirut: Al-
Maktabatuh Al-Asriyyah, 1431), Hadith No 4291, 4/109.

3, Juan Eduardo Campo, Encyclopedia of Islam (New York: Facts On File, Inc., 2009),
223.
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year 1917/1340AH at Wasa in Dahomey, the present-day Republic of
Benin. His father, Shaykh Abdul-Bagqj, a native of Ilorin, the Kwara State
Capital, Nigeria, was an itinerant Islamic scholar and a businessman,* who
travelled across Yorubaland, covering some West African countries like
the Benin Republic where Wasa is situated. He lived an exemplary and
exceptional life with uncommon human relations which motivated the
village head to give him one of his daughters as a wife. The princess,
Aishat was the mother of Shaykh Adam among other children whom their
marriage was blessed with. As usual, Shaykh Adam traced his origin to
Oyo in Oyo state. He claimed that it was from there that his grandfather,
Habibullah came and settled at Omoda quarters in Ilorin. He was made
the imam of the quarters around 1870/90 during the reign of Emir Aliyu,
the 6t Emir of Ilorin.®

Shaykh Adam first received Qur’anic education under the tutelage of
his father. By age of seven (7), he had memorized some portions of the
Qur’an and also studied a little of Islamic jurisprudence (Figh) and some
poems such as Manzumat Qubah by an anonymous author and other
traditional poems.® Olagunju quotes Monite who wrote that Shaykh Adam
started writing Arabic sentences without any formal education. He was
also said to be receiving knowledge in his sleep through an unknown
source. He even used to foretell the future, but he was discouraged by his
father from doing so due to obvious reasons.” Shaykh Adam’s father used
to take him to notable scholars for their prayers and blessings so that he
would be learned. Among these scholars were Shaykh Malik Alausa and
Asunmi Arikewuyo as well as Shaykh Wazir Bida and Alfa Kokewukobere
of Ilorin.® In 1934, Shaykh Adam was taken to an Ibadan-based Ilorin
scholar Shaykh Salih Esinniobiwa, where he studied till 1937 when he
graduated in Arabic and Islamic studies.’ The intellectual prowess of
Shaykh Adam got further activation under Shaykh Esinniobiwa who
exposed him to various advanced books on Islamic studies. Shaykh Adam
was to study under Alfa Zakariyyah at Owode quarters, but the scholar
died before he got to him. On the advice of his teacher, Shaykh Esiniobiwa,

4, Abdul Qadiri Sambo, “Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilori: His Life and Works” (An un-
published M.A. Dissertation submitted to Department of Religions, University in Ilorin,
Nigeria, 1981), 1.

5. Badmus Yusuf, “The Views of Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilori on the Interaction
between Religion and Culture” (An unpublished M.A. Dissertation submitted to
University of Ilorin, Ilorin, Nigeria, 1985), 2.

8. Yusuf, Yusuf, “The Views of Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilori,” 2.

7. Hameed Olagunju, Shaykh Adam Abdullah Al-Ilori: A Great Jihadist (Ilorin, Nigeria,
1984), 23.

8 Yusuf, “The Views of Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilori” 3.

%. Yusuf, “The Views of Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilori,” 3; Sambo, “Shaykh Adam
Abdullahi Al-Ilori,” 3.
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Shaykh Adam continued his Qur’anic education in Lagos under his
teacher’s brother, Shaykh Umar Agbaji who later became the Imam of
Abgaji quarters in Ilorin.*° It was from him that he (Shaykh Adam) learnt
some chapters of Magamat by Abu Zayd al-Harirl as well as Yoruba
translation and commentaries on SuratYusuf. He also studied
jurisprudence, Arabic Language and Literature under the same scholar.
After a brief stay with Shaykh Umar in Lagos, ShaykhAdam studied under
another scholar, Shaykh Adam Namaji, a native of Kano, Kano State,
Nigeria for six months in 1941."* The scholar was the third and final
teacher under whom he studied. It was under him that he [ShaykhAdam)]
learnt al-Balagah, the science of rhetoric, Arud or prosody, falsafah
philosophy and Astronomy. Other subjects which he studied under this
scholar are Insha and Arabic Literature. Shaykh Adam later went to Azhar
University, Cairo, Egypt, in 1947 where he became the first and
undoubtedly, the only Nigerian who presented himself for and passed, the
examination conducted by the University on seventeen different subjects.
He was then authorized [given ijazat] to become a professional teacher.
He seized the opportunity of his visit to the University to learn about
school management and administration as well as the principle and
practice of Education.*

He later made up his mind to expand his horizon in knowledge on his
own, without going to any scholars again. He braced up courageously and
faced the challenge of self-education with determination and dedication.
As part of the method of self-education and enlightenment he used to
listen to programmes on Radio stations of Arab countries. He also used to
visit the shops of Syrian merchants in Lagos to converse with them in the
Arabic language, a thing that endeared him to them and fulfilling his
enthusiasm to have a broad knowledge of other subjects in Arabic, he
studied geography, sociology, medicine and history. To this he says in one
of his works:

[ like the knowledge of history like my father [also did]. I
became influenced by the great preachers in my town, and
Alhaji Waziri and by As-Suyuti, Ibn Khaldun and al-Ghazali
in research.”

Sambo therefore identified three factors as responsible for excellence
of Shaykh Adam in his pursuit of knowledge. They include, parental
intellectual nurturing, informal schooling from the hands of qualified and

10, Yusuf, “The Views of Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilori” 3

1, Yusuf, “The Views of Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilori” 3

12 Yusuf, “The Views of Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilori” 4

13, Adam Abdullahi Al-llory, Lamhada Tul-Balury Fi Ulamaai Al-Ilory (Cairo: Maktabat
Wahhabah, 1982), 78.
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dynamic scholars and self-efforts which motivated him to approach a
university for examination and scoring an excellent result.*

6. The Reform Blueprint of Shaykh Adam

As pointed above, Shaykh Adam came at a time when there was the
dire need for a pragmatic approach to change the narratives of how Islam
was being practiced by Yoruba Muslims of South western Nigeria. It was
a time when there was scarcity of scholars to match up the growing
population of Muslims in the area as a result of their free interaction with
Northern Muslims, especially for commercial activities. Many of them
accepted Islam, but remained nominal or liberal Muslims who think that
Islam ends at the four corners of the mosque. Their practice of Islam was
therefore delimitated by the little knowledge of the religion at their
disposal. Syncretism was a major feature thereof among the Muslims, just
as there were huge number of non-Muslims who needed to be invited to
the religion. Shaykh Adam was one of the few scholars who recognized
these facts, took the bull by the horn by facing up the challenges and
devised realistic methods towards stemming the tide of ignorance and
practice of adulterated Islam.

The time of Shaykh was also a time when access to Islamic education
in Yorubaland was not only limited but also difficult. Apart from the
paucity of erudite scholars who could take students to the realm of
scholarship, the methods of teaching adopted by the few available
scholars were complex, less-dynamic and unprogressive.”> Raji also
identified absence of specific time-length for studies, no class-
designations and no examination and promotion. It was purely a non-
formal system. Shaykh Adam therefore came up with educational
reforming agenda aiming at achieving the under-listed goals as put
together by Raji.’®

i Promotion of scholarship in Arabic and Islamic studies;

ii. Bringing modernity into the teaching of Arabic and Islamic
studies;

iii. Developing four skills of Arabic learning, viz; speaking, writing,
reading and listening;

iv. Training of Islamic scholars, preachers and Imams;

V. Inculcating Islamic values in the students to make them better

14, Sambo, “Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilori: His Life and Works,” 7.

15 Raji Mubin Olatoye, “Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilory and the Development of Arabic
and Islamic Learning in Yorubaland: A Survey of His Reformation Agenda,” in
Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilory in the Tableau of Immortality, ed. Razzaq 'D.
Abubakare (Ilorin, Nigeria: University of llorin Library and Publication Committee,
2012), Vol.Il, 279.

16, Olatoye, 279.
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Muslims;
Vi. Enriching the Islamic thoughts with valuable pearls and
providing Arabic libraries with best intellectual materials.

The reforming activities of Shaykh Adam which are catalyst to
achieving the set goals, covered teaching, writing and preaching among
others that were coordinated through Markaz, an Islamic training centre
which he established for that purpose, hence the objectives for
establishment of Markaz as highlighted by Sambo'’ are similar to the six
above.

7. Establishment of Markaz

One of the main and life enduring legacies of Shaykh Adam with
flourishing impacts and growing influence across the globe is his
Markaz't-Talimu ‘I-Arabi wa ‘I-Islami(Arabic and Islamic Training Centre,
Agege). It was in 1946 that Shaykh Adam mull over having an Arabic and
Islamic learning centre that would be tailored after the western
educational system and would be globally competitive. He thus
approached the Ansarudeen Society of Nigeria for funding. Having been
obliged, he sought and got government approval, then Markaz took off in
1952, at Abeokuta, Ogun State, but was moved to Agege, Lagos State after
two to three years of existence in Abeokuta. This informed the decision of
Ansarudeen to withdraw their support for the school,*®* but Shaykh Adam
remained undaunted, faced up the challenges of funding and remained
resolute. He designed the syllabus based on his ultimate goal of producing
scholars who will be custodians of Arabic and Islamic culture. Thus, the
school became what the Senegalese Ambassador to the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, Dr Umar Jah, described as the most important educational centre
which guards Arabic and Islamic studies in their pristine nature in West
Africa.”® Abdulgadiri and Olagunju (2012:217) also documented how
several Arabs that are august visitors to Markaz have passed words of
commendation on Shaykh Adam, particularly for his efforts in bringing
the centre to life. They include Uthman Nuri, one-time ambassador to
United Arab Republic of Egypt, Kamil Sharif, the then Jordan Ambassador
to Nigeria, and Ali Abdullahi Shukri, one-time Saudi Arabian ambassador
to Nigeria.?® Markaz continued to wax stronger as the students population
kept growing. The progress of Markaz since that time has been steady.

7. Sambo, “Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilori: His Life and Works,” 57.

18 Sambo, 59.

. Yusuf, “The Views of Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Tlori” 14

20, 1. A. Abdulqadir and Olagunju I. Ridwan, “Human Rights between Religious and Man-
Made Laws: An Examination of Shaykh Adam Al-Ilory’s Perspective,” in Shaykh
Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilory in the Tableau of Immortality, ed. Razzaq 'D. Abubakare
(Ilorin, Nigeria: University of [lorin Library and Publication Committee, 2012), 217.

8
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Apart from the Idadiyyah and Thanawiyyah both of which were
equivalent to Junior and Senior Secondary School Certificates, Markaz
also runs Diploma programmes in Affiliation to Azhar University, since
1984.** Today, Markaz is awaiting government's approval for Markaz
University, having fulfilled all preliminary conditions and requirements.?

Apart from turning out army of graduates that have furthered their
studies in various universities in Nigeria and beyond and across
disciplines outside the traditional Arabic and Islamic studies, Markaz has
greatly influenced and positively impacted humanity. Many of its
products are now professors, and top government functionaries, authors
and founders of Maddris both in Nigeria and beyond. Markaz has also
given birth to many Madaris (schools), Maha’id (institutes), Marakiz
(centres), and Kuliyyat (colleges) across Nigeria, held several academic
conferences among other achievements. In 2012, Opeloye and Makinde
identified seven (7) notable products of Markaz that were Professors.
They include, Prof. 1.0. Oloyede, a former Vice Chancellor, University of
[lorin and currently Registrar, Joint Admission and Matriculation Board
(JAMB). He is also the secretary General for the Nigerian Supreme Council
for Islamic Affair (NSCIA), the apex Islamic body in Nigeria. Others are
Prof. Abdur-Razaq Deremi Abdubakre, a renowned Prof of Arabic
language and former Vice Chancellor, Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin,
Nigeria, Prof. S.U. Balogun (late), Prof. Shuaib Agaka, Prof. Shittu Agbetola,
Prof Yusuf Sadiq, Prof. Ahmad Abdus-Salam formerly of International
I[slamic University Malaysia, now in the University of Ilorin.?* Those that
were not mentioned include Prof. B.O. Yusuf, Prof. H.I. Abdur-Rahim, Prof.
Isa Alabi, among other academia. Outside academic circle, there is Shaykh
Suleiman Faruq Onikijipa, Al-Miskinubillahi, the fourth Grand-Mufti of
llorin, Shaykh Adam Yahya Al-Fulani who was recently honoured by
Egyptian authority in literary award and the founder of Darul-Hijrah li
Ta’alim Arabiwal-Islam in Kano, Kano state Nigeria. Another prominent
Madrasah from Shaykh Adam is the ever-growing Darul-Ulum li Jabhati
Ulama’uwal-Ai'mah in Ilorin. This was the first branch to be established
after Markaz in 1963 when the reigning emir of [lorin, Alhaji Zul-Qarnayn
Gambari requested him to establish an Arabic and Islamic school in Ilorin
similar to his Markaz, there followed the establishment of Darul-ulum,

21, Sambo, “Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilori: His Life and Works,” 61.

22 This was disclosed by Shaykh Habibullahi Adam Al-Ilori, the eldest son of Shaykh
Adam and the current Mudir of Markaz, in the annual Ramadan Tafsir section, 2021

23, Muibi 0. Opeloye and Abdul-Fatah 'Kola Makinde, “Markaz - Ma’had Institutional
Relations,” in Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilory in the Tableau of Immortality, ed.
Razzaq 'D. Abubakare (Ilorin, Nigeria: University of [lorin Library and Publication
Committee, 2012), 45.
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[lorin.?* Others affiliates of Markaz are Markaz Talimi Arabi Islami, Saki,
MarkazShababi Al-Islami, Iwo, Osun State, Edo, Ede, Ijebu-Ode, Darul-
Da’'wahwal-Irishad, Lagos and Markaz Talimul-Islami, Sakete, Republic of
Benin among others.

8. Establishment of Rabitah

One of the reformative efforts of Shaykh Adam to tackle various
challenges that bedeviled the Yoruba Muslims was the formation of
Rabitatul-A'immahwaUlama’u fi BiladiYaruba in 1962.% It is translated as
the League of Imams and Alfas of Yorubaland. It was formed as an
umbrella body to foster peace, unity and progress among the Yoruba
Muslims in general and scholars in particular. The need to establish a
common forum occurred to him when he noticed the perennial
controversies and confusions associated with the commencement and
ending of Ramadan fast.?® There were also glaring cases of interferences
and usurpations of roles of Imams and scholars by influential Muslim
individuals and the royal fathers in different communities. An instance is
the appointment of Imam, where the royals will harp on loyalty to the
detriment of Islamic scholarship that Islam emphasized.?” Evidence of
discrimination against Yoruba Muslims by their Northern counterparts is
another salient necessitating factor for creating a front to give the Yoruba
Muslims a sense of belonging and to compete favourably with their
colleagues from the north and elsewhere.

Another major motivating factor for formation of the league was the
critical roles that Shaykh Adam played in the establishment of Muslim
World League (MWL) which came alive in 1960, two year before
Rabitah.”® He acted as the mouthpiece of MWL in Yorubaland for many
years, just like ShaykhAbubakr Mahmud Gumi in the north. He served
majorly as the manager of funds from MWL to various projects the league
funded.”® With successful administration of MWL affairs, he thought of
replicating same among the Muslims in Yorubaland, ditto for Nigeria as a

24 Yusuf, “The Views of Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilori” 8

25 Kamaldeen A. Balogun, “An Exposition of Shaykh Adam Al-Iluri’s ‘Ta’rif Wajiz
Birabitah Al-'aimmah Wal-"ulama Fi Bilad Yuruba,” in Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-
Ilory in the Tableau of Immortality, ed. Razzaq 'D. Abubakare (Ilorin, Nigeria:
University of llorin Library and Publication Committee, 2012), 93; Sambo, “Shaykh
Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilori: His Life and Works,” 85.

26, Sambo, “Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilori: His Life and Works,” 85.

27, Balogun, “An Exposition of Shaykh Adam Al-Iluri’s ‘Ta’rif Wajiz Birabitah Al-’aimmah
Wal-"ulama Fi Bilad Yuruba,”” 94.

28, Stefan Reichmuth, “Shaykh Adam as I Came to Know Him - Memories of an
Islamologist,” in Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilory in the Tableau of Immortality, ed.
Razzaq 'D. Abubakare (Ilorin, Nigeria: University of [lorin Library and Publication
Committee, 2012), 9.

29 Reichmuth, 15.

10



Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilori (1917-1992): A Muslim Reformer of 20th Century

whole. Shaykh Adam therefore first gathered about twenty (20) scholars
and Imams in Ilorin to harvest ideas, before the inaugural meeting was
held in Ibadan central mosque in 1962 where executives were
appointed.* The, then Chief Imam of Ibadan was made the pioneer
president, while Shaykh Adam settled for secretary general of the league.
Both Balogun®! and Sambo?* listed three main objectives of the league. The
first is to unify all Imams, Alfas, Arabic and Islamic studies teachers and
preachers across Yorubaland. The second is to seek government
recognition as the leaders of Yoruba Muslims which must be reckoned
with in all matters that concerned Muslims in Yorubaland. Setting up
committees to see to the welfare of mosques, teaching of Islam and Arabic
language and Islamic preaching is the third main objective of Rabita.

Apart from the unity and harmonious relationship that the league
fosters across the Yorubaland, it has also achieved regular holding of
meetings and organizing academic conferences on topical issues of
importance to southwestern Muslims. It has ensured unity in the
commencement and termination of the Ramadan fast since its inception.
Many rifts and disputes among members have been settled. The cases of
Imam of Ile-Ife, Osun State, the dispute relating to the appointment of
Imam in Igboho, Oyo State, another one in Ede, Osun State, Iseyin, Oyo
State, and the appointment of Alhaji Shittu Onilewura as the league
Chairman in Osun which generated debates among others were put to
rest at the instance of the elders of the league. The league also wrote to
protest some unnecessary levies that Ogun state government requested
from the Muslim Pilgrims and the move to downgrade the study of Arabic
and Islamic studies in public schools in the state both of which were
reversed courtesy of the league’s interventions in 1980 and 1981
respectively.®

The league also had many of its members appointed by the Saudi
Arabian government in 1970 to translate the glorious Qur’an into the
Yoruba language. Shaykh Ahmad Rufai, the Mufti of the league was also
appointed as a member of the Shura committee for Nigerian Muslims in
Kaduna and also participated in Muslim World League Conference in
1965. Finally, the league is duly recognized by the Muslim World League
which has granted many financial aids to the league on different
occasions.** The influence of MWL was however checkmated by Shaykh

%0, Sambo, “Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilori: His Life and Works,” 85.

31, Balogun, “An Exposition of Shaykh Adam Al-Iluri’s ‘Ta’rif Wajiz Birabitah Al-’aimmah
Wal-"ulama Fi Bilad Yuruba,”” 95.

32, Sambo, “Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilori: His Life and Works,” 88.

33 Sambo, 89.

34 Balogun, “An Exposition of Shaykh Adam Al-Iluri’s ‘Ta’rif Wajiz Birabitah Al-’aimmah
Wal-"ulama Fi Bilad Yuruba,”” 91.
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Adam as narrated by Shaykh Mubarak Ashile (d.197). He narrated that
Shaykh Adam was asked to coordinate Wahhabism in the southwest
which is the official version of Islam that Saudi authorities practised but
he refused, noting that Sufis were responsible for not only the spread of
I[slam to Nigeria but also its consolidation.*

9. Shaykh Adam as a Preacher and Teacher of Repute

Shaykh Adam started preaching at the early age of twenty (20), after
his graduation from the school of Shaykh Esinniobiwa in Ibadan, precisely
at Omu Adio near Ibadan.** Sambo however puts the age he started
preaching at eighteen (18). He later moved to Ebute Meta Lagos
metropolis for his preaching. Sambo explains further that Shaykh Adam’s
Ramadan preaching continued until 1957 when he established Markaz at
Agege. Thus, the Markaz mosque became the centre of his preaching
activities with larger number of audiences. In fact, he puts the number at
four thousand (4,000) residents both from within and outside Agege. His
oratory powers, sonorous voice and his application of logic among others
are what attracted a large gathering of people to him.*

Shaykh Adam later extended the preaching activities to Abeokuta,
where he used to move around houses, towns and villages to educate
Muslims and to invite non-Muslims to Islam. This availed him the
privilege to carry out some reforms such as the prevention of Imams and
their assistants from prostrating to the traditional rulers while greeting.?®
He finally settled at Agege, Lagos. Apart from his usual weekly preaching
at Agege market, every Islamic ceremony conducted by him usually
served as a forum for preaching. In the month of Ramadan, there would
be a tafsir session in the afternoon right inside Markaz. There would also
be preaching in the evening as well as Laylatu ‘I-Qadri(night of majesty)
towards the end of Ramadan. Jumcat and both Idul-fitr and Idul-kabir
prayers are also used by ShaykhAdam to preach virtues and discourage
people from perpetrating evils.

His Jumcat sermon was first broadcast by the defunct Nigeria
Broadcasting Corporation Lagos [now Federal Radio Corporation of
Nigeria (FRCN)] on the 4th day of May 1973. In resume, Shaykh Adam was
a powerful preacher. He was fearless and would rather tell the truth and
dabble the consequences regardless of whose horse is gored. He used to
preach as the medium to pass his message across to the people and
government. He educated people on socio-political, economic, spiritual,

%, Dauda Yusuph, “An Examination of Selected Salafiyyah Scholars’ Discourse on
Sufism” (PhD diss. University of llorin, [lorin, Nigeria, n.d.), 187.

%, Yusuf, “The Views of Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilori” 5

%7, Sambo, “Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilori: His Life and Works,” 46.

38, Yusuf, “The Views of Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilori” 6
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educational and intellectual matters that affected not only the Muslims
but the generality of people. He was also an international figure who has
commented on many international issues like Israel and Palestinian
conflicts among others. These made many people in his audience always
try to be close to him to have his preaching recorded for playback.*

In what could be described as his guiding principle for preaching,
Shaykh Adam submits in one of his books:

The real preaching would be bitter to the hearing and
would not be sweet. A true preacher is one that people
would hate and they would not like. Because he would not
cajole, wheedle or flatter [his audience]. As for an
insignificant and miserable preacher, he would be
revolving around comic stories and fables which could be
distracting. He is the one who would be making demands in
his preaching to collect money and property.*

It should be noted that the notion that serious preaching is always
bitter is true but not at all the time. This is because the Qur’an which is
one of the sources of preaching in Islam and does not contain bitter
messages to the exclusion of pleasing narratives. In it (Qur’an), one finds
about four places (Q.2:119, 34:28, 35:24 and 41:4) where Bashir (good
news bearer) and Nadhir (warner) are combined as qualities of the
Prophet which should serve as templates for whoever preaches the
religion of Islam. Preaching should be about giving hope (Ar-Raja’),
creating fear (Al-Khawf) and giving a sense of direction to people (4l-
Irshad). These will make people to be balanced at all times. Shaykh Adam
himself has once said, Allah at times would discuss sweet issues as well
as bitter issues at some other times. Therefore, it is not when one talks
about bitter things that one could be regarded as serious preacher. When
the Prophet sent Mu’adh Ibn Jabal to Yemen, part of the instruction given
to him is that: be soft, do not be harsh, give glad tiding, and do not drive
people away.*

In 1978 before the first general elections of 1979, Shaykh Adam
declared in one of his public lectures that Chief Obafemi Awolowo, a
presidential candidate of Unity Party of Nigeria (UPN) would not win
because he was not a Muslim and he was hostile to Muslims and
northerners. He, therefore, urged his audience not to vote for him until he

%9, Yusuf, “The Views of Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilori” 6

40, Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilory, Tawjihu'd Da’'wah Wa’d Du’at (Cairo: Maktabat Wahhabah,
1979), 18-19.

41 Muhammad ibn Isma’il Al-Bukhari, Sahih Al-Bukhari (Beirut: Dar Al-Tuq Al-Najah,
n.d.), Hadith No. 69, 1/25.
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embraces Islam before he deserves the Muslim votes.*> The election held
and Awolowo did not win as predicted by Shaykh Adam.

Shaykh Adam usually makes the stand of Islam clear on issues of
national importance. An instance is that of the then Universal Primary
Education [UPE] which was introduced in 1974, and the government
appealed to the proprietors of Arabic and Islamic schools to allow it to use
their buildings for the exercise, Shaykh Adam warned Muslims seriously
against that. Perceived the government’s request as an attempt to put
obstacle on the path of the progress of Arabic and Islamic education.®

Similarly in 1978 when the constitution drafting committee were
discussing the issue of Shar’iah at the federal level, Shaykh Adam
wholeheartedly supported the move. His ground for this support was that
the Muslims should be free to demand for legal system of their religion.
He was bold enough to say that it is an inalienable right of the Nigerian
Muslims to have it moreover, the Muslims are in majority and the court
would be used for Muslims cases only.* He condemned Kaduna Mafia
group which is a political pressure group based in Kaduna, saying that its
operation which is in secrecy is against the teachings of Islam. In the same
way, he also condemned Rotary Club which laid claimed to humanitarian
and charitable deeds. Shaykh Adam described it as agent of international
Zionism and American neo-colonialism. All these views were made at a
public lecture held in front of Alfa-Nda mosque Ilorin in 1983.% Sambo*
also identifies some key areas of preaching of Shaykh Adam to include
condemnation of greeting with local language apart from taslim, shaking
hands by people of opposite sex, eating with left hands, especially by elite
Muslims, and unnecessary outing by females, especially young ladies.
Shaykh Adam throughout his life remains a model for preachers.

Side by side with preaching, Shaykh Adam combined the teaching
profession which he started in Lagos with the Ansaru-din society of
Nigeria after his return from Cairo in 1947. He was with the organization
from 1947 to 1950 before he proceeded to Abeokuta where he later
established Markaz. Since the inception of Markaz, Shaykh Adam has
taught students at all levels, including preparatory, primary and
secondary. He used to teach the Arabic language and its Literature, IImul-
Falak (Astronomy), Education and Philosophy among others. He also

42, Yusuf, “The Views of Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilori” 10

%3, B.0. Yusuf and Ibrahim Abdulganiyu Jawondo, “Imamate and Mosque Management
in Islam: An Examination of the View of Shaykh Adam Al-Ilory,” in Shaykh Adam
Abdullahi Al-Ilory in the Tableau of Immortality, ed. Razzaq 'D. Abubakare (Ilorin,
Nigeria: University of llorin Library and Publication Committee, 2012), 189-90.
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engaged in casual teachings like at Daru ’I-Ulum whenever he visited the
school.”” Shaykh Adam was such a competent and sympathetic teacher
that carved the image of a father for himself which was why he was
popularly referred to by his students as Baba(father). He would be patient
with students with a low level of understanding until they comprehend
what they are being taught. He, nevertheless, was a strict disciplinarian
who will not spare the rod to spoil the child. He was always very critical
of whatever his student may be doing on the ground that whatever is
worth doing is worth doing well. He designed teaching methods for
himselfand the school. It was his idea that led to the formation of Nigerian
Association of Teachers of Arabic and Islamic Studies (NATAIS), an
umbrella body for the Teachers of Arabic and Islamic Studies across all
levels of teaching, primary, secondary and higher institutions, including
Universities in Nigeria.*®

10. Adam as a Scholar and a Prolific writer

It is necessary to comment on the attitudes of Shaykh Adam to
western education. In the beginning he was vehement in his opposition
to western education in any form. His reason was that such institutions
were being used for proselytization by the Christians and to halt the
spread of Islamic education, especially in Yorubaland. He cited examples
of the Muslims who were converted to Christianity through their schools.
They include T.0.S Benson of [korodu, Lagos state he was formerly called
Badmos, and when he converted in 1914, he changed his other Muslim
name to Theophilus. This was why in 1972, during the twentieth-
anniversary celebration of his school, he rejected a suggestion that the
English language be included in the school’s curriculum. His other reason
was that the students would be divided interest into their studies to the
detriment of Arabic and Islamic education.”” A reminiscence of how
Christian missionaries during colonial administration in Nigeria,
especially in the south, used western education as a tool for
proselytization justified his (Shaykh Adam) reasons. Muslim students
were converted to Christianity and their Islamic names changed. Thus,
Lawal to Lawson, Dauda to Davidson, Yusuf to Joseph and Musa to Moses
among others.

However, Adam made it clear to his students that they are free to
acquire western education privately as he also did when he employed an
English teacher to teach him in the early fifties. He even made it a policy
that only children who have acquired, at least, primary education, should
be admitted to the Markaz. Shaykh Adam stated in one of his works that

47_Sambo, 50.
48 Sambo, 49.
4, Yusuf, “The Views of Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilori” 15
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he consulted some English works, where necessary, while writing the
books. This is an indication that he also acquired western education.
Therefore, his opposition to it is only to control its influence on Muslims
and their faith and to promote Arabic and Islamic scholarship which has
been adversely affected by the introduction of western education.>

Shaykh Adam was a scholar of excellence with lucid and clear style. He
was grouped with the grand scholars of Azhar University because of his
approach to issues in his works. There are traces of piety and humility in
every sentence he wrote in his works. He was such an unassuming scholar
who will not arrogate the Wisdom of Solomon to himself.** Two
distinguished scholars, Shaykh Muhammad Nasirudeen Kabara of Kano
and Umar Baha’ddin Al-Amiri of Egypt have appraised one of the works
of Shaykh Adam and concluded that he was a great scholar. Shaykh
Kabara writes:

God has provided good opportunity for the famous
teacher... Shaykh Adam Abdullah Al-Ilori to bring out his
book Al-Islam Fi Nijiriyah and Uthman bun Fudiye, a book
which shows author’s supremacy above his peers in this
period.*

In his own appraisal of Adam’s work, Shaykh Al-Amiri says:

[ was indeed happy-as the great man of Morocco such as
scholars, leaders, ministers and Ambassadors with whom
Ustadh Al-llori met did- because of what this Muslim
brother and propagator possessed such as humility,
knowledge, determination and sincerity.>

Before he established the Islamic cultural press at Markaz in 1968,
Shaykh Adam used to publish his works at an Islamic press in Abeokuta.
It was owned by a leading Muslim leader at the town, Late Alhaji Jimoh
Bamgbola. After the establishment of his own press, Shaykh Adam used it
to print his works which were being used as text-books in Markaz. His
other works are being printed mainly in Cairo, Egypt because of high

%0, Yusuf, “The Views of Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilori on the Interaction between
Religion and Culture,” 16; Ishaq O. Oloyede, “Trends, Development and Challenges
of Arabic and Islamic Studies in Nigerian Universities: The Contributions of Shaykh
Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilory,” in Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilory in the Tableau of
Immortality, ed. Razzaq 'D. Abubakare (Ilorin, Nigeria: University of llorin Library
and Publication Committee, 2012), 61.
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Nigeria: Islamic Cultural Press, 1971), 7.
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quality desired for them.>

Shaykh Adam was prolific writer and very critical. He started his
scholastic write up from his days in Cairo when he began writing short
poems and articles for many Egyptian dailies such as al-Ahram and many
others. However, the only shortcoming noticeable in his works is lack of
footnoting even for Quranic and Prophetic quotations. He seems to be
rectifying these mistakes the ones he wrote at the tail end of his life like
Al-Islam Al-Yawma wa Ghadan Fi Nijiriyah. According to Abubakre,>
Shaykh Adam was fondly called ShaykhuUlamauBiladi Yoruba (The grand
Shaykh of Islamic scholars in Yorubaland). He attended many conferences
across the Muslim World and was honoured by Hosni Mubarak, a former
president of Egypt in 1989 as the first category of scholars in Arts and
Sciences.”® He authored over a hundred works, second only to Abdullah
Ibn Fudi, a younger brother to Shaykh Uthman Ibn Fudi, the founder
Sokoto Caliphate, in the history of authorship of Islamic works in Nigeria
and first in Yorubaland.”” Some of his books serve as textbooks for
students of Markaz and its affiliates in Nigeria and some neighbouring
African countries. Some of them are used to teach Arabic language and
literature in government schools and are used by examination bodies like
the West Africa Examination Council (WAEC), National Examination
Council (NECO), Unified Tertiary Matriculation Examination (UTME) and
National Board of Arabic and Islamic Studies (NBAIS) among others
Senior Secondary Certificate Examinations (SSCE). Shaykh Adam remains
a relevant scholar both in academic and in the wider world. A lot of
researches have been carried out on his works at various levels and at
both local, national and international scenes. Prof. Reichmuth of
department of Oriental and Islamic Studies, University of Bochum,
Germany, whose researches focused on Shaykh Adam, is one of many
instances.

11. Adam and other Scholars

Because of his extensive travelling and participation in many
seminars and conferences at home and abroad, Shaykh Adam was able to
meet many leading Islamic scholars of high reputation. His journey to
Sudan in 1946 afforded him the opportunity of meeting with many
scholars. His meeting with many scholars in Sudan and Cairo who

%, Yusuf, “The Views of Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilori” 17

%5, Razaq Deremi Abubakre, “Ilorin and the Rest of the World: “Shaykh Adam Abdullah
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demanded to know about Nigeria from him prompted him to write a book
in Arabic on the history of Nigeria.®® In 1947, he went to Makkah from
Cairo to perform Hajj. He stayed in the holy land for five months. At both
Makkah and Madina, all the scholars he met were greatly impressed by
his vast knowledge. A lecturer in the Madinah School of law, Muhammad
Tahir al-Aqli, wrote the following lines of poems about him. Thus:

1. Luck has brought me together with a plain Shaykh. He is (like) an
ocean of knowledge from the selected ones.

2. The best of the youths in cognizance and knowledge in the country
of Sudan without any dispute.

3. Wonder of his time, I have never met- A teacher like him in any
country.*

In 1961, he attended an international seminar on the future of
Jerusalem. It was held in Jordan. While in 1967 he was at the University
of Ibadan for a seminar on the progress of Islam and Arabic Language in
Nigeria. He was at the Bayero University, Kano,in 1978 for a seminar on
Sufism, where he presented a scholarly paper there. It was entitled: Athar
‘I-falsafah, wa ‘t-Tasawwufwa ’I-Ilm fi Masiratda‘watil-Islamiyah.
Meaning: The impact of Philosophy, Mysticism and knowledge on the
direction of Islamic propagation.®® At the beginning of the fifteenth century
of Hijrah which coincided with 1981, there was an international
conference which was held at the University of Ilorin which attracted
many distinguished scholars and Shaykh Adam was not left behind as he
presented a paper on the challenges that Islam is facing in the twentieth
century.®

It is noteworthy that Shaykh Adam maintained a close link with
traditional scholars. Thus, at Ibadan he used to call at the residence of his
teacher Shaykh Salih anytime he visited the city. He also used to meet late
Alfa Rufai Alaka also of Ibadan. In Kano, he usually met with Shaykh
Nasiru Kabara and Shaykh Thani Kafanga. While in Ilorin, he used to visit
the late Shaykh Muhammad Mukadam, Abubakar Omoiya, Ghazali
Mukhtar and a host of others.®

Shaykh Adam always aimed at uniting and defending scholars in his
dealings with them. For example, the city of Ilorin was invaded in 1978
by anti-Sufi preachers, popularly called Izalah, who condemned members
of Qadiriyyah and Tijaniyyah orders. He quickly organized members of
the two orders into a committee under the headship of Shaykh

%8, Yusuf, “The Views of Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-Ilori” 18
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Muhammad Mukadam Maimasa and Shaykh Abubakar Ali Jabata, to write
a pamphlet refuting various allegations levelled against them by anti-Sufi
preachers. The title is: Rafc Shubuhatamma fi Qadiriyyahwa Tijaniyyah
Mina Shataht. Furthermore, he wrote a very comprehensive preface to
the pamphlet in which he unequivocally declared his support for Sufism.
This was in addition to the thought-provoking paper on Sufism which he
presented at Bayero University Kano in 1978.%

Shaykh Adam stepped up the move to checkmate the growing anti-
Sufi activities coordinated by ShaykhAbubakr Mahmmud Gumi (d.1992)
through his students Shaykh Ismail Idris and Mallam Bala Sirajo who
formed Jama’atu Izalati Bi'"dahwalqamati Sunnah in 1978.% He accused
him of betraying Sir Ahmadu Bello, the Sardauna of Sokoto, whom he
described as a frontline propagator of Islam, who had laid foundation of
peace and unity among the Muslims in Nigeria. Shaykh Adam was blunt
in declaring Gumi’s da'wah activities as not only divisive but also inimical
to the real Islam. He noted with dismay that Sarduna’s efforts were to
bring the pagans and Christians to Islam, but Gumi did not sleep in
fighting the Muslims, courtesy of his opposition to Sufi adherents. He said
Gumi has misused the media, Kaduna Radio and the youth at his disposal
to persecute innocent Muslims. He acknowledged the sponsorship of
Gumi by the Saudi government.®®

In 1962, Adam fought tooth and nail in Lagos to make his stand known
against an unpopular law which stipulated that permission be obtained
before preaching. He did this because he knew it was directed against
certain scholars popularly known as Makondoroto save them from being
incarcerated. They were said to have raided the house of some
masquerades and idol-worshippers at a village near Ilorin in 1978.% It
was in recognition of his outstanding scholarship that made Saudi Arabia
government courtesy of MWL requested him to translate the glorious
Qur’an into the Yoruba language. But his all-inclusive policy made him
invited other scholars under the aegis of league of Imam to join hands in
the execution of that assignment.®’

Generally, the scholarly contributions of Shaykh Adam Abdullah Al-
[lori impacted many modern scholars from within and outside Nigeria.
Scholars of Nigerian University has acknowledged the Shaykh’s academic
output on the history of Islam in Nigeria because his popular work Al-
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Islam Fi Nijiriyah served as an eye opener for researchers to pursue the
Nigeria Islamic history with enthusiasm. His works have been useful
across universities such as the famous Azhar University in Cairo, Egypt,
University of Ibadan, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, Bayero University,
Kano and the University of Sokoto and University of Ilorin to mention a
few.%®

12. Conclusion

No doubt, Shaykh Adam whose reforming efforts this paper examined
is a genius. His pragmatism and all-inclusive approach to issues,
especially those relating to Islam have not only changed the Islamic
narratives in Yorubaland but also consolidated it. He coordinated the
learning of Arabic and Islamic studies through Markaz and he has the
largest students and followers in Yorubaland, than any other teacher or
school, including the Al-Adabiyyah Al-Kamaliyyah. Hardly will one find a
hamlet without his student or a community without a branch of his
Markaz across Yourbaland and in some cities in northern part of the
country. The formation of League of Imam (Rabitah) was another major
landmark of Shaykh Adam. Through it, he was able to unite and
coordinate the Imams and scholars across Yorubaland, thereby wielding
more influence to him. No scholar in the history of Islamic authorship in
Yorubaland surpassed him, either in the past or present and his works
formed the main reference on Islam and Islamic learning in Yorubaland
which are accessed across the globe. Shaykh Adam therefore is a reformer
of 21st century whose legacies need to not only be sustained but also
improved upon.
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ABSTRACT

In researching the rich and diverse Sufi culture of the Arab world, |
came across the unpublished work of Sayyidi Shaykh Muhammad
‘Uthman ‘al-Burhani. (d. 1403/1983).1 This was surprisingly
unexplored in previous research, and no formal publication capturing
this fascinating work has been released yet. Sayyidi through these
teachings significantly contributed to the development of religious
dissemination, which gained a massive following in Sudan and Egypt
and ultimately reached followers all over the world. 2 His teachings go
beyond emphasizing mere divine proximity for Muslims but they also
provide a profound sense of purpose for individuals who still hold onto
their ancestor's religion, inspiring them to embrace Islam. This serves
as a guiding light, directing followers towards the path of divine
legislation (shari‘ah) through the power of divine love ("al-hubb), while
the cultivation of this love propels individuals towards the ultimate
divine reality (haqiqa). In addition, he answered questions in his
sermons (durtis) from various fields of knowledge, and for this reason,
many scholars of his time including from al-’Azhar sought to attend his
gatherings, where he spoke about the sciences of the Quran from
different aspects. This research intended to unveil the impact of his
religious dissemination and the introduction of his authorship, which
has yet to be documented.

KEYWORDS:
Authorship of Sayyidi ‘Uthman, Religious Dissemination in Sufism,
Mystic Vision of Preaching, Divine Proximity, Burhaniya Veneration.

Sayyidi ‘Uthman’s Biography
Sayyidi Shaykh Muhammad ‘Uthman al-Burhani, also known as Sayyidi

1. Jason Sparkes, “Doctrines and Practices of the Burhaniya Sufi Order in the Arab
World and in the West Between 1938 and 2012: A Decolonial and Transdisciplinary
Analysis from an Insider Perspective,” (M.A diss., University of Montreal, 2013), 56.

2. Michael Frishkopf, “Changing Modalities in the Globalization of Islamic Saint
Veneration and Mysticism: Sidi Ibrahim al-Dasiiqi, Shaykh Muhammad ‘Uthman al-
Burhani and their Sufi Orders,” Religious Studies and Theology, Vol. 20 no. 1 (2001):
19, https://doi.org/10.1558 /rsth.v20i1.1
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Fakhruddin, was born in 1902 in the city of Halfa in northern Sudan and
demised in 1983. His biological genealogy traced its roots back to the
family of Prophet Muhammad (’al al-bayt), establishing a direct connection
to the Prophet himself through Sayyidna ‘Ali Zain ul ‘Abidin.3 In terms of
his spiritual genealogy, He is known as the successor and revitalizer of the
Sufi order established by the principal saint Sayyidi Ibrahim al-Dastqi (d.
1296).4 He successfully combined the charismatic force of Sayyidi Ibrahim
al-Dastiqi and his putative uncle Sayyidi ’Abu ’al-Hasan ’al-Shadhili (d.
1258), both of whom are recognized as mystic figures of the post-classical
era.>

There was the grandson of Sayyidi’Abu ’al-Hasan ’al-Shadhili, who took
the initiative to unite the Sufi orders of Dasuiqi-Shadhli in Morocco, and he
transmitted the order to Sayyidi Ahmad Zarriuq al-Maghribi, who later
visited Sudan and further disseminated the tariqah there. Through the
chain of transmission, the Burhaniya order eventually reached the family
of Sayyidi Shaykh Muhammad ‘Uthman al-Burhani through Sayyidi Shaykh
Fadal, who was one of Sayyidi's ancestors.® Sayyid1 himself affirmed that
the Burhaniya Sufi order had deep ancestral roots within his family. His
grandfather, who held the position of a Shaykh in this order, from him, he
had acquired a collection of books within his house. 7 During Sayyidi
‘Uthman’s spiritual journey within the Burhaniya, he experienced
recurring visions in which he discovered the presence of Imam ’al-Husayn
and Sayyidi Ibrahim ’al-Dasuqi alongside a group of saints. Subsequently,
these visions manifested into a tangible reality, culminating in Sayyidi
‘Uthman being granted the esteemed succession of the Burhaniya Sufi
order.8

Globalized Veneration of ‘Sayyidi ‘Uthman’

This particular Sufi order had a long-standing presence in Sudan and
Egypt and gained significant recognition following the conquest of the
Sudanese territories by ruler Muhammad °‘Ali in 1821.° However,

w

. Sayyidi Shaykh Muhammad ‘Uthman, “Sharab ’al-Wasl,” (Burhaniya E-Library), 6.

4. Since the medieval time, the Sufism have venerated four principal saints (aqtab or
“poles”) Sayyidi ’Ahamad ’al-Rifa‘i (d.1182) Sayyidi ‘Abd ’al-Qadir °al-Jilani (d. 1166),
Sayyidi ’Ahmad ’al-Badwi (d. 1276) and Sayyidi Ibrahim al-Dastqi (d. 1296), to see
more, el-Sayed el Aswad, “Spiritual Genealogy: Sufism and Saintly Places in the Nile
Delta,” International Journal of Middle East Studies, 38 (2006): 503,
https://doi.org/10.1017.50020743806384012

5. Frishkopf, “Changing Modalities,” 18.

6. Sayyidi Shaykh Muhammad ‘Uthman, “Min Jawahir al-Imam Fakhr al-Din”
(Burhaniya E. Library), 4.

7. Sayyidi Shaykh Muhammad ‘Uthman, “Qasas al-Anbiya’ li-Sidi Fakhr al-Din”
(Burhaniya E-Library), 29.

8. Frishkopf, “Changing Modalities,” 18.

9.].S. Trimingham, Islam in the Sudan (Frank Cass, 1965), 241.
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researchers such as Michael Frishkopf 1 and Jason Sparks 1! have
discussed the teachings of Sayyidi Ahmed ‘Arbi ’al-Sharniibi through the
lenses of Burhaniya 12 and put forth the notion that each principal saint,
referred to as the “pole” or “Qutb” possesses a distinct sphere of influence.
The growth and expansion of Sayyidi Ibrahim’s Sufi order, known as “al-
Burhaniya,” can be observed with the succession of Sayyidi ‘Uthman. Prior
to this succession, the Sufi order was relatively unknown and likely had a
limited following primarily from limited people, including Sayyidi
Ibrahim’s own family.13 However, during the period of succession to
Sayyidi ‘Uthman, the Burhaniya gained significant popularity and attracted
a substantial following worldwide.l* As a result, some scholars have
categorized this movement as Burhaniya, considering it a form of Neo-
Sufism15 or New Age Sufism. 16

Sayyidi ‘Uthman played an essential role in establishing and elevating
the foundations of Sufism, not only in Sudan but in all corners of the
world.1” The influence of the ‘Tarigah Burhaniya’ expanded through the
daily lessons delivered by Sayyidi ‘Uthman over many years. His gathering
was a source of knowledge for many scholars from the Islamic world,
including scholars from ’al-’Azhar, university professors, as well as
scholars hailing from Europe, America, Australia, and various other
regions.18 Among these eminent personalities, there were the Shaykh of ’al-
’Azhar Dr. ‘Abdul Halim Mahmitd, Dr. Taha Hussein, Professor ’Abbas
Mahmiud ’al-‘Aqqad, Shaykh ’Ahmed Hassan al-Baquri, Professor Mustafa
Mahmud and Shaykh Dr. ‘Abdul Mun‘em ’al-Nimr. Dr. Taha Hussein once
remarked, “I had heard that the Shaykh is an open book, but when I sat with
him, I found him to be a wandering library.” 1° This demonstrates the
immense knowledge and wisdom possessed by Sayyidi ‘Uthman.

10. Frishkopf, “Changing Modalities,” 21.

11. Sparkes, “Doctrines and Practices,” 41-42.

12. A member of the Burhaniya Sufi order and a student of the Quranic commentator
Jalal *al-Din *al-Suytti.

13. Helena Hallenberg, Ibrahim al-Dasuqi (1255-1296): a Saint Invented (Helsinki:
Finnish Academy of Science and Letters, 2005), 40-41

14. Leccese, Francesco Alfonso. “Il dikr nella tariga Burhaniyya secondo
I'insegnamento di Muhammad ‘Utman ‘Abduhu al-Burhani,” Annali, Sezione
orientale, 79 (2019): 181. doi:10.1163/24685631-12340076

15. Frishkopf, “Changing Modalities,” 16.

16. Sgren Christian Lassen, “Growing up as a Sufi Generational change in the Burhaniya
Sufi order,” Sufis in Western Society Global Networking and Locality, ed. Ron Geaves,
Markus Dressler, and Gritt Klinkhammer, (Taylor & Francis, New York, 2009), 149.

17. Frishkopf, “Changing Modalities,” 42.

18. Sayyidi Ibrahim, “Hawliya in Khartoum 2000,” (Burhaniya E-Library).

19. Sayyidi ‘Uthman, “Min Jawdhir al-Imam Fakhr al-Din,” (Burhaniya E-Library), 7, and
Sayyidi Shaykh Muhammad ‘Uthman, “Min ‘Ulimi fi al-Fiyaft,” (Burhaniya E-
Library), 1.
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Sayyidi ‘Uthman organized collective remembrance sessions (Hadra)?20
and guided their disciples on the spiritual path (tariqa) from outward Islam
to inward faith (iman) culminating into excellence (ihsan). In another
common formulation, the path leads to the seeker (murid) from the visible
(shari‘ah) to the invisible world (haqiqa). He established clear guidelines
to overcome any difficulty that the disciples may encounter along their
spiritual journey. This enabled the disciples to adhere to the divine law
(Shari‘ah) and foster love (Cal-hubb) and obedience (Ta‘ah) towards their
spiritual leader and fellow disciples.21

Sayyidi ‘Uthman connected Sufism, which is the essence of the faith,
with life and society. He emphasized earning a lawful livelihood and
encouraged individuals to be righteous cores in building noble families and
contributing to the development of their communities. His teachings
gained widespread acceptance due to their ability to provide an
opportunity for the “common people” to seek proximity to the divine while
actively participating in society. This went beyond the boundaries set by
traditional Sufi norms, breaking the concept of seclusion in the quest for
proximity to Allah.22 As a result, individuals were able to embrace a state
of being constantly immersed in Allah as an integral part of their lives. 23
The impact of his teachings was particularly significant on the youth of both
genders, as most followers of the path became young individuals.24
Through his teachings, Sayyidi ‘Uthman fostered a deep connection
between his disciples and Allah, enabling them to lead a life immersed in
the remembrance of Allah and the pursuit of spiritual excellence.

Sayyidi ‘Uthman’s Authorship

During the life of Sayyidi, the book “Intisar Awliya’ ‘al-Rahman ‘ala
Awliya’ ‘al-Shaytan” was published. Sayyidi has presented a comprehensive
description in this book, highlighting the role of the noble saints in attaining
proximity to the Almighty Allah. The prevalent path of spiritual closeness
among the Sufis follows the footsteps of the revered Prophet Muhammad,
reaching the esteemed companions and then passing down through the
four great poles (aqtab). These methods serve as a means of attaining
proximity to the Divine for individuals throughout the world. While
another published book by Sayyidi titled "Kitab Tabri’at al-Dhimmah fi

20. Frédérique Cifuentes, G.A.W Morgan, and E.H. Morgan, “Sufi Sheikhs, Sheikhas, and
Saints of the Sudan,” African Arts, 41 no. 2 (2008): 54-55,
doi: https://doi.org/10.1162/afar.2008.41.2.50

21. Sayyidi Ibrahim address to ‘Burhaniya disciples’ during his visit to the United Arab
Emirates in 2002, (Burhaniya E-Library).

22. Lassen, “Growing up as a Sufi,” 150.

23. Sayyidi Shaykh Muhammad ‘Uthman, “Tabri’at al-Dhimmah al-Muhaqqiqah,”
(Burhaniya E-Library), 12.

24. Lassen, “Growing up as a Sufi,” 157.
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Nash “al-Ummah". This is an extremely well-mannered and comprehensive
compilation of the noble biography of the Prophet Muhammad. In it,
Sayyidi not only sheds light on the external aspects but also enlightens the
Ummat on various esoteric aspects of the life of Prophet Muhammad.

Moreover, the majority of the writings attributed to Sayyidi have
primarily been compiled and preserved by his descendants, without
undergoing formal documentation or publication. These works are based
on the teachings he spiritually received from Sayyid1 Ibrahim al-Dastiqi 25
and the ancient manuscripts inherited from his grandparents. Sayyidi
embarks on a spiritual journey (Siyar il-Allah) and emphasizes the
elevation of the soul to attain divine proximity and knowledge.26 However,
itis important to highlight that his spiritual doctrines remain firmly rooted
in the principles of the divine legislation (Shari‘ah) and it is aligned with
other manuscripts of the Qur’anic interpretations. For instance,

Sayyidi endeavours to interpret the pericope which refers to Allah as
“The Merciful, Who taught the Qur’an”?” According to Sufism, the act of
teaching the Qur’an is attributed to Allah, and it is believed that humans
themselves cannot fully comprehend the essence and beneficial knowledge
of the Qur’an bestowed by the Merciful unless they embark on a profound
spiritual journey. The question then arises why humanity should
undertake a spiritual journey to approach ’al-Rahman (the Most Merciful)
and gain knowledge when Allah is omnipresent. Sayyidi retorted and
explained the term “Mugam” of ’al-Rahman (divine stations/progressions)
is mentioned in Qur’an, which describes Allah as “The Merciful, established
on the Throne” 28 In this context, he further explains:

(o) e () W slime ¢ Jlaiy 805 (6 U 3 e Lin 2 1y
“Here, when we refer to ““’al-Rahman’ (The Merciful), it is not
referring to the divine essence but rather as the name (’al-
Rahman) mentioned in verses similarly as the name "Allah" is”
This is the magnificent tradition of the Almighty Allah to bestow
knowledge in diverse ways and forms. Our revered ancestor, Sayyidna Adam,

was granted the knowledge of ‘al-Asma’ (the Names) by the Almighty Allah at
the time of his creation, and Allah separates Sayyidna Misa from the people

25. Lassen, “Growing up as a Sufi,” 150

26. Paola Abenante, “Inner and Outer Ways: Sufism and Subjectivity in Egypt and
Beyond,” Ethnos: Journal of Anthropology, 78:4, (2013): 493.
doi: 10.1080/00141844.2012.688758

27.Al-Quran, ’al-Rahman 55:1-2

28. Al-Quran, Taha 20:5.

29. “Say, ‘whether you call on Allah or on the ’al-Rahman: His are the finest names.” Al-
Quran, Al-Isra’ 17:110; and Sayyidi Shaykh Muhammad ‘Uthman, “Allimt ‘Anni,”
Vol-1, (Burhaniya E-Library), 10.
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and summons him to Mount Tur, where He reveals knowledge of the Book in
His proximity. Among these, none can be comparable to Prophet Muhammad,
the esteemed Messenger. It is to him that Allah Almighty granted him the
knowledge of the sacred Book during his earthly existence. Nevertheless, to
bestow even greater distinction upon His beloved, He organized a momentous
journey known as Mi‘raj, wherein the Prophet Muhammad ascended to the
heavens and attained proximity to the Divine Presence. Alongside this
extraordinary experience, Allah bestowed upon him additional knowledge
within the Book.

The translation of Mahmiud ’al-Hassan sheds light on this divine
transmission through the verse “Allah, exalted and throned on high, reveals
the secrets upon His chosen servants to warn them of the Day of Meeting” .30
In the Quranic commentary, ’al-Tabari has associated the meanings of
“secret” with “Quran and the Book”. 31 The transmission of knowledge
before the time of the Holy Prophet can be understood through specific
instances mentioned in the Qur’an. For example, the words of admonition
from Sayyidna Hiud, 32 and Sayyidna Saleh 33 to their people, urging them to
seek forgiveness from Allah, are mentioned in the Quran. The repentance
of Sayyidna Adam is another significant event, during which he received
divine words from Allah Almighty, which are now part of the available
Qur’an. 3% Similarly, Sayyidna Yunus was granted a specific passage, a
portion of the Qur’an, to bring pleasure to Allah. 3> In all these scenarios,
Allah has granted His Messengers knowledge of the book that they were
tasked to deliver.

Similarly to the messengers, there were specific moments when the
people heard the Kaldm (speech) through the theophany of God, such as
the seventy people of Bani Isra’il. When Sayyidna Musa invited them to
Mount Tur, while He the Magnificent was communicating to Sayyidna
Misa, commanding and prohibiting, “Do this and do not do that.” Even if
the people had heard a single word through their Messenger, it would have
been from the knowledge of Allah that He intended to be heard from them.

This understanding can be accepted by Muslim people that messengers
were been granted a special revelation for a special task which is currently
the part of Qur'an. However, it can also be presented to those who hold
previous divine religions and believe that the Qur’an bears a resemblance
to the books Allah granted them. For this reason, they are deceived in

30. Al-Quran, ’al-Mumintin 40:15.

31. Muhammad Ibn Jarir ’al-Tabari, Jami‘ al-Bayan ‘an ta’wil dy al-Qur’an (Dar ’al-Hijr,
Cairo, vol-20, 2001), 295.

32. Al-Quran, Had 11:52

33. Al-Quran, Had 11:61

34. Al-Quran, ’al-A‘raf 7:23.

35. Al-Quran, ’al-Anbya 21:87
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claiming that the Qur’an is a modified version of the books in their
possession. In reality, the Qur’an is a complete book that was specifically
revealed to the Prophet Muhammad, and while it contains similarities to
previous scriptures, it is distinct and encompasses the final and
comprehensive guidance from Allah.

This suggests that after the Prophet Muhammad, the Qur’an is not to be
sent directly to humanity. Instead, the divine secrets and teachings within
the Qur’an are transmitted to individuals through the lens of this sacred
scripture, as the Merciful has attributed Himself with its teachings. The
comprehension of the deep esoteric meaning of the Qur’an, along with the
bestowed knowledge and attributes befitting those who deserve to delve
into this sacred knowledge, is explained by Sayyidi Fakhruddin:

“Yes, it's not common for people to become leaders and learns
the Qur’an from "al-Rahman after their souls reach the throne.
The meaning of “al-Rahman taught the Qur’an,” When the
disciple elevates, their souls reach the throne, then they receive
the Qur’an from ‘al-Rahman. How do they receive it? They
receive the Qur’an in the place where it was revealed, its acts
of worship, its special qualities, its celestial spheres, its
connections, and its purposes. What is the purpose of all of
this? And so on. They take it all from our Lord, then those who
receive the Qur’an from Him are the ones who perform these
deeds.” 36

Within this framework, these spiritual leaders learn the Qur’an from
’al-Rahman by a deep understanding of its meanings, revelations,
legislations, special qualities, secrets, numerical aspects, and various
states. The writers of Tafsir *al-Nisaburi and Tafsir *al-Razi have explained
under the pericope “Say, ‘Sufficient is God as my witness between me and
you, and those who have knowledge of the Book”3”7 According to both, the
book of knowledge mentioned in this verse refers to the (‘al-Lawh ’al-
Mahfiz) the Preserved Tablet, which has been granted to specific
individuals. 38 This knowledge sharing Journey is perfectly described in the
commentary of al-Nisabiri, under the Qur’anic verse “When the Qur’an is
read, listen to it with attention, and hold your peace, so that you may receive
mercy”39. He illustrated this in his esoteric exegetical language:

/So listen attentively ] with your outward ears, [and be silent]

36. Sayyidi ‘Uthman, “Allimi ‘anni,” vol-1, 148.

37.Al-Quran, ’al-Ra‘d 13:43.

38. Nizam al-Din *al-Nisabiiri, Ghard’ib “al-Qur’an wa Ragha’ib al-Furqan (Dar al-Kutub
’al-‘Ilmiyyah, Bayrit, vol-1V, 1996), 167, and Imam Fakhr al-Din *al-Razi, Mafatih
’al-Ghayb (Dar ul Fikr, Bayrit, vol-19, 1981), 72.

39. Al-Quran, ’al-A‘raf 7:204.
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with your inward tongues, [perhaps you may receive mercy|.
'l was his hearing and his sight; by Me, he hears and sees."* So,
whoever hears the Qur’an from its Creator, has indeed heard
it from its reciter.

This is the secret of the ‘al-Rahman’s knowledge of the Qur’an,
[And mention your Lord within yourself] 41 by transforming
your manners for Allah, [with humility and in awe] At the
beginning, which is a matter of compliance, [and without
raising your voice].

[The day when the two forces met]* gathering of human
qualities and gathering of Divine Morals.”

Which is the station of annihilation (Fand), for indeed,
revealing the secret of Lordship is disbelief in the eternity of
the past and the perpetuity of the future, Verily, the one who
remembers, the one remembered, and the remembrance itself
is Allah. That is why He said from eternity [So remember Me,
and I will remember you ] #*

Sayyidi exemplified this by the act of Sahaba in the same discussion that
the first person to establish this process was our beloved Salman al-Farsi,
whom the Prophet’s companions approached with concerns about his
mixing of different aspects of the Qur’an. The Prophet instructed them to
bring Salman to him. After reading specific verses that were relevant to
Salman’s needs, the Prophet acknowledged and blessed him by saying,
“You are the purifier and fragrance-spreader”.*>

The compilation of his durtis was undertaken by the decedents of
Sayyidi Uthman and organized under appropriate titles:
Sharab ’al-Wasl
‘Allimu ‘anni, Vol-1 to Vol-V
Qabas min ’al-Nur al-Mubin
Qasas ’al-Anbiya’ li-Sayyidi Fakhr al-Din
Min Khawatir ’al-Imam Fakhr ’al-Din
Min Jawahir ’al-Imam Fakhr ’al-Din
Min ‘Ulumi fi ’al-Fiyafi
’al-Ta‘rif ’al-Muhkamat

@R Mmoo a0 o

40. Muhammad Isma‘il *al-Bukhari, Al Jami‘al-Sahih, Kitab al-Riqaq, Hadith No. 6502,
(Dar al-Hadara Lil-Nashr wa al-Tawzl’, Riyad, 2015), 1038.

41. Al-Quran, ’al-A‘raf 7:205.

42. Al-Quran, ’al-Anfal 8:41.

43.’al-Nisaburi, Ghara’ib "al-Qur’an, vol-III, 407.

44.1bid, 370, and Al-Quran, ’al-Baqrah 2:152.

45. Sayyidi ‘Uthman, “Allimi ‘Anni,” vol-1, 10.
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i. ’Ahsan’al-Qasas

j.  Musamirat ’al-Abrrar

These teachings have been consistently shared within the realm of the
Burhaniya Sufi order, reaching the Arab and beyond. It involves a
comprehensive interpretation of Qur’anic verses, particularly emphasizing
their mystical dimensions.

Sayyidi ‘Uthman’s Approach to Religious Dissemination

Preaching is always been considered a vital aspect, and various groups
with religious affiliations contribute to spreading the knowledge of Islam
throughout the world. Among these groups, mysticism plays an important
role in preaching in an outer (zahir) and inner (batin) way, as they firstly
focus on personal transformation to develop a deep connection with the
divine, and subsequently, they guide others in their journey towards divine
proximity, assuming the role of a spiritual guide to help people reach
Allah’s closeness. The approach of Sufism to Islamic preaching can be
perceived in two different dimensions. One of these involves extending the
invitation of divine proximity to individuals who are already familiar with
and have accepted Islam but are deprived of divine proximity, while there
is also an evident example by the influence of these teachings many people
abandon their ancestor’s beliefs and embraced Islam.

Sayyidi ‘Uthman was a traditional Sudanic Saint and never had visited
Europe. He is believed to have gained profound insights and spiritual
knowledge without formal academic education. Consequently, he is
regarded as an untainted source of wisdom and authenticity that continues
to inspire and guide the Burhaniya members in their daily lives.4¢ The
teachings of Sayyidi ‘Uthman hold great significance in comprehending and
assessing this approach, as his teachings disseminated swiftly in Sudan and
Egypt and later it facilitated the conversion of numerous individuals in
densely populated regions to Islam in a short time. Remarkably Germany,
when a small number of young Germans came into contact with Sayyidi
‘Uthman in the late 1970s. These people formed an original core group, and
many of the initial followers are still active in the movement, today there
are several Zawiyahs (spiritual centers) in German cities, the biggest being
located in Hamburg, Berlin, and Munich, which exemplify the rapid
expansion of the movement within the country.#’” Similarly, other
European nations such as Denmark, England, France, Netherlands,
Luxembourg, Russia, Sweden, Switzerland, and Italy have also witnessed

46. Lassen, “Growing up as a Sufi,” 151.
47. Lassen, “Growing up as a Sufi,” 151.
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the spread of veneration for the ‘Burhaniya’ Sufi order. 48 In Italy,*° in
particular, the movement has garnered a significant following among
converts to Islam, surpassing the number of individuals born into Muslim
families.>0 Furthermore, the reach of ‘Burhaniya’ veneration extends
beyond Europe, with its presence being felt in regions as distant as
America,>! and Australia, 52 and populated Muslim countries of the world.
This global expansion of the message from Sayyidi signifies the ability to
transcend cultural and geographic boundaries, attracting followers from
diverse backgrounds. It is therefore important to explore “What approach
did Sayyidi ‘Uthman employ in his teachings that led to a significant
number of Muslims attaining divine proximity and non-Muslim individuals
benefiting from his teachings, all within a short time?”

Understanding the Merits of Religious Dissemination:

There are numerous verses in the Qur’an ordering Muslim nations to
expand the message of the divine to the unfamiliar so that they can be
regarded as successful in the hereafter. However, the pericope which
particularly presented to get motivation in this sacred job is from chapter
’ale Tmran:

F]

T 2N P sh, AN o sa 3 2N 2 g4 2, (L PP, ,’-’,
&l :4/5\-;0,1954) Rl 02 &35 Q:MEC):}:-L wl&;cﬂ; EJ‘J:%A'.‘;{

DT, oI S BRIASH
“You are the best nation ever brought forth to men, bidding to
honour, and forbidding dishonour, and believing in God. Had
the People of the Book believed, it were better for them; some
of them are believers, but the most of them are ungodly.”>3

2.2 05 - 2% 2,2 Py » ’ ’//:{: <, 9 "J; ”/:/
Oohbdi BEIN5 K12 6548050 2l SRl AL 6,008 8 10 0 K555
Let there be one nation of you, calling to good, and bidding to

48. Frishkopf, “Changing Modalities,” 42.

49. Alessandra Marchi, “Il suismo in Italia: molteplici «vie» per vivere I'lslam,” Religioni
e Societa Rivista di Scienze Sociali Della Religion, Fabrizio Serra editore, Pisa - Roma,
(2009): 55.

50. Paola Abenante, “Essentializing Difference: Text, Knowledge, and Ritual
Performance in a Sufi Brotherhood in Italy,” Performing Religion: Actors, contexts,
and texts Case studies on Islam, Ed. by Ines Weinrich, (Orient-Institut Beirut, 2016),
222.

51. Miller Rasul, “The Black American Sufi: A History,” Sapelo Square, (March, 2020),
The Black American Sufi: A History - Sapelo Square | Sapelo Square, accessed June
6,2023.

52. Abu Bakr Sirajuddin Cook, “Sufism in Australia: A Brief History,” Scared Footsteps,
Sufism in Australia: A Brief History - Sacred Footsteps date of access - accessed June
6,2023.

53. Al-Quran, ’ale Tmran 03:110.
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honour, and forbidding dishonour; those are the prosperers.>*

It is a genre that includes two types, encouraging people to perform
what is required by religious obligations and recommended acts, and
discouraging people from doing what is banned by religious prohibitions
and disliked actions. Undoubtedly, both types are accompanied by
thorough explanations. The apparent address (Kuntum) “you” is directed
towards the Prophet Muhammad'’s companions, peace be upon him, but it
has a broader application to the entire Muslim nation, as the verses (Qisas)
“legal retribution is ordained upon you” > and “legal retribution is
prescribed for you” 56 provide a comparable example.

The verse can be used to demonstrate to the Muslim nation that if they
want to uphold the truth, they must first be considered among superiors
(Khair). The teaching of good and the prohibition of evil is to be offered to
both categories of individuals, those who have already embraced Islam and
those who, in the final section of the pericope, still adhere to their prior
religion. However, it needs to be explained which part of the Ummat will
have to serve for this sacred work, if both the Ummat and the book holder
need Qur’an preachings.

The answer to the question can be retorted inside the verses. Since, if
the (Khayr) “good” from Ummat is to be associated only with the preacher
of enjoining permitted and forbidding evil, then the person from the People
of the Book (Jews and Christians) was not supposed to be included in the
category of (Khayr) by simply having faith (Iman), without engaging in the
preaching of permitted and forbidding evil themselves. However, if the
condition for (Khayr) from Ummat is defined as having faith (Iman), and as
mentioned in the second verse, whereas the command to invite towards
“Yad‘tn ila’al-Khayr” is independently working before preaching good and
evil, then it allows for a broader interpretation. This means that any
individual who reaches the level of faith will attain "Khayr" and the
preaching will be considered effective for a preacher and to whom the
preachings are proceeded at the same time.

As for faith in Allah (Iman), which is to be submitted to Ummat and by
the book holders, as they are required to believe in everything, whether it
pertains to the Messenger of Allah, the Book, resurrection, accountability,
rewards, punishments, and other matters. The component of belief belongs
to the substance of the heart, as stated in the narration of Ibn-e-Maja, “Faith
(Iman) is the knowing from the heart.” 57 Furthermore, in the Hadith of Holy

54. Al-Quran, ’ale Tmran 03:104.

55. Al-Quran, ’al-Baqrah 02:178.

56. Al-Quran, ’al-Baqrah 02:183.

57. Muhammad Ibn *Yazid Ibn Maja, Sunan Ibn Maja, ’al-Muqadamah, Hadith No. 65,
(Dar al-Hadara Lil-Nashr wa al-Tawz1’, Riyad, 2015), 17.
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Prophet “Islam is outward, while faith resides in the heart, then he pointed
three times to his chest and said, “Piety is here, Piety is here.” 58

The statement of belief in Allah specifically when describing the nation
is because it incorporates belief in Prophethood and everything else that
has been mentioned, suggesting that it would not be a real belief without
such beliefs. This situation in Qur’an is described as “The Bedouins say, ‘we
embraced faith (Iman) ‘Say: ‘you do not believe; rather say, ‘We accepted
Islam’ for belief has not yet entered in your hearts”.>® Prophet Muhammad
also made this distinction between the people for the group of whom he
did not give during the distribution, one of his companions asked the
Prophet "0 Messenger of Allah, you gave to so and so, but you withheld from
so and so, and he is a believer." He (peace be upon him) said, "Do not say
'believer’, but say 'Muslim'60 Belief in Allah is a matter of the heart; rather,
to embrace Islam, an individual must first ensure that his inner self is
aligned with his beliefs. This is the merit of the preacher which can be
observed through Qur’anic verses and Hadith and on this approach the
preaching of enjoying good and forbidding evil would be fulfilled.

Sayyidi ‘Uthman’s Methodology of Preaching:

In the Meccan Qur’an, when there was neither a Prayer, nor Fasting,
Pilgrimage, or Zakat, they were completely unfamiliar with the oneness, as
the Meccan have never been warned before, or more accurately to say that
their ancestors have not been warned before.®® The Qur’an indicates the
purpose as “so that you may warn a people whose forefathers were not
warned, and so are heedless” describing the introduction of people to the
Prophet Muhammad, for whom he has been sent to guide towards Allah.

Sayyidi ‘Uthman’s methodology, to make proximity between the
servant and God is rooted entirely within the framework of the Meccan
Qur’an. He guides his followers and the one who still holds beliefs of
ignorance of the Meccan as is, following his unique methodology. Sayyidi,
firstly makes a necessary measurement to develop a relationship between
the creature and the creator. It is because religion is the name of the
relation between humans and God through Prophet Muhammad and for
this, the individual needs a strong intention (Irada: root word of murid
‘Intended of Allah”) towards God. The description of this relationship can
be abstracted through the Hadith where the Angel Gabriel expounded the

58. Imam Ahmed bin Hanbal, Musnad, Hadith No. 12381 (Al-Risala, Beirut, vol-19,
1997), 374.

59. Al-Quran, ’al-Hujurat 49:14.

60. Ahmed Bin Shu‘aib ’al-Nisai, Sunnan Nisai, Kitab ’al-Iman "wal-Shara‘i, Hadith No.
4993 (Dar al-Hadara Lil-Nashr wa al-Tawzt', Riyad, 2015), 672.

61. Walid A. Saleh, “The Preacher of the Meccan Qur’an: Deuteronomistic History and
Confessionalism in Muhammad’s Early Preaching,” Journal of Qur’anic Studies 20.2
(2018): 93.
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level of relation through questioning formulation to Prophet Muhammad.62
In this context the outward (Zahir) of the human is belongings to the
matters of (Shari‘ah), the certainty with knowledge (IIm ’al-Yaqin). In this
particular relation, the creature only heard about his God through his
ancestors, books, or the locality whereas he applies the worship on his
physical body by offering five basic articles of Islam. The second and third
phases of the relationship between God and Human is to be known as
inward faith (Iman) “the certainty with an eye” (‘4in ’al-Yaqin), and
excellence (Thsan) “the certainty with the truth” (Haq “al-Yagqin), in these
both, the heart of the human and his spirit built a relation through strong
divine love culminating faith (Iman) into excellence (Ihsan), the same

scenario is conceptualized in Qur’an as ”’L\,ui L,i.:T,\,ul“‘ “then fear and

believe, then fear and do excellence”.?3 The work in it is heartfelt, the
remembrance is heartfelt, and piety in it is to magnify the rituals of Allah.

The preaching of the Meccan Qur’an was bestowed with only the first
article of the testimony of oneness, “There is no deity but Allah, and
Muhammad is His Prophet” (la ilaha illa Allah, Muhammad Rastl Allah). All
the essential aspects of Islam were revealed to humanity during the later
period in Mecca and were further transmitted during the period in Medina.
However, before that, in Mecca, the Prophet Muhammad was primarily
focused on teaching monotheism (Tawhid) and the importance of moral
conduct. The companions of the Prophet Muhammad faced numerous
trials and difficulties at the hands of the pagans of Mecca, leading some of
them to leave their homes and seek refuge in other lands. During the Battle
of Badr, when the companions were facing overwhelming odds, the Sahaba
expressed their unwavering love to Holy Prophet, “Even if you ask us to
cross the ocean on horseback, we will do so without hesitation”.6*

The mysticism is love (al-hubb),” or “it is the essence of religion
Islam.”65 The socio-spiritual networks between Shaykh and disciples
(Muridin) with an oath (‘ahd) of allegiance are tightly woven, and infused
with affection. The Shaykh asks the disciple first to repent from their
previous deeds so may Allah forgive them. In this context, repentance
entails returning to remembrance (of God). Allah, the Highest, has said,
“Call upon your Lord humbly and secretly. Surely He does not like the
offenders.” 6 This means that He loves those who remember Him and

62.’al-Bukhari, Al Jami‘al-Sahih. Kitab al-Iman, Hadith No. 50, 19-20.

63. Al-Quran, ’al-Ma’ida, 05:93.

64. Muslim Bin Hajjaj ’al-Nisabiiri, Al Jami‘al-Sahih, Kitab ‘al-Jihad, Hadith No. 1779,
(Dar al-Hadara Lil-Nashr wa al-Tawzl’, Riyad, 2015), 587.

65. Michael Frishkopf, “Textual Dimensions of the Public Hadra in Egyptian
Sufism,” Musicological Annual 58 no. 1 (2022): 62,
https://doi.org/10.4312/mz.58.1.61-99

66. Al-Quran, ’al-A‘raf 7:55.
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repent, as He has also said, “Indeed, Allah loves those who repent and loves
those who purify themselves.”®7 Sayyidi knows that mere words and
outward actions, devoid of sincerity in the heart, are akin to a mirage.
Therefore, the righteous and ascetics focused on purifying the hearts of
their followers, recognizing that inner purification and cleansing are
fundamental in religion, alongside the emphasis on physical worship. The
first rite that the disciple of ‘Burhaniya’ is required to perform, once
admitted to the tariqa, consists in repeating the formula seventy thousand
times of (istigfar—“astagfiru Allaha 'l-'Azim Huwa al-Tawwabu al-Rahim”)
“I ask forgiveness to the Most High, He is the Forgiving, the Merciful”. This
ritual is intended to purify the heart of the disciple by preparing him for the
proximity of Allah Almighty.68

In truth, Allah, exalted and glorified be He, has linked salvation to the
purity of the heart. He states, “The Day when there will not benefit [anyone]
wealth or children, but only one who comes to Allah with a sound heart.” 9
The Prophet Muhammad also emphasized its significance, saying, “Indeed,
in the body there is a piece of flesh, if it is sound, the whole body is sound, and
if it is corrupted, the whole body is corrupted. Indeed, it is the heart.” 7° Thus,
it is the focal point of Allah’s observation, and then if the heart is attached
to worldly desires and the love of others, it leads to servitude to entities
other than Allah. Therefore, it is imperative for individuals to free
themselves from servitude to worldly possessions. It is understood that
Sayyidi possesses a deeper understanding, recognizing that the darkness
within one’s heart, resulting from continuous sins, can only be eradicated
through continuous repentance to Allah. This is the initial stage for
disciples taking an oath (‘ahd) with Sayyidi, aiming to attain proximity to
the Creator.

As for those who adhere to the religions of their ancestors, they are
granted companionship to foster a love for those whom Allah loves. Sayyidi
discusses this particular scenario, acknowledging that it may appear
peculiar to the unfamiliar that the love of Allah Almighty is obligatory,
along with the love of Prophet Muhammad, the Prophets, his companions,
saints, the family of the Prophet (ahl ‘al-Bayt), and the scholars. Through
this collective love, one attains the love of Allah, as exemplified by the
pericope, “He loves them and they love Him.” 71 The companionship of the
People of Allah (‘ahl Allah) nurtures a love within their hearts, leading to a
hopeful connection with Allah Almighty and further cultivating their
relationship with Him. The methodology of religious dissemination

67. Al-Quran, ’al-Baqrah 02:222.

68. Leccese, “Il dikr nella,” 186.

69. Al-Quran, ’ash-Shu’ara 26:88-89.

70.al-Bukhari, Al Jami‘al-Sahih. Kitab al-Iman, Hadith No. 52, 20.
71. Al-Quran, ’al-Ma’ida 05:54.
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through companionship has also been approved in Islamic philosophy.
Throughout Islamic history, war prisoners were granted the special status
and lived under the supervision of Muslims. These practicing Muslims were
responsible for their well-being and basic needs, while the prisoners were
required to follow their instructions. Through this companionship strategy,
many prisoners were inspired by the moral living of Muslims and
embraced Islam. Similarly, the Sufi community has employed the same
approach, welcoming disbelievers to their gatherings, allowing them to
listen to sermons, and learn about the positive and universal aspects of
[slam.

The relationship between God and His creation, as understood through
the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad, is rooted in love and devotion to
Allah. In the second revelation Allah instructs in Surah Muzammil,
“Remember the Name of your Lord, and to devote himself passionately to
Him”72 Allah, the Almighty, cherishes the bond between Himself and His
creation. He does not pray as humans do for him, nor does He pay zakat as
humans do, and He does not perform the Hajj pilgrimage for his Humans.
However, Allah does engage in remembrance (dikr) of those who
remember Him in their hearts, recognizing His superiority. This
relationship not only strengthens the divine connection between
individuals and Allah, but it also prepares them to follow any command
revealed in the Holy Qur’an or conveyed through the Holy Sunnah. With a
clear vision and an understanding of the reality of the inner soul, they are
ready to embrace and fulfill the teachings of Islam. It is because correcting
one’s prayers in their complete and perfect form, understanding the true
and accurate meaning of a verse from the Qur’an, and comprehending the
sayings of the Prophet Muhammad can only be achieved after purifying the
inside. All of this can only be attained through repentance and abundant
remembrance of God and abundant prayers upon the Prophet Muhammad
shielding themselves from all evils, then, there comes a time when Allah
starts loving that person and manifests Himself in the heart of the believing
servant. It is narrated in Hadith Qudsi: “Neither My heaven nor My earth
could contain Me, but the heart of My believing servant can encompass Me.”
73 Therefore, after the recitation of the istigfar formula, the disciple passes
to that of tahlil—Ia ilaha illa Allah (“there is no deity but God”) also
repeated seventy thousand times. Only after completing these initial rites
in full, can the disciples move on to mention the name Allah, which must be
repeated six thousand six hundred and sixty-six times each day.”* It is
through this that the heart is illuminated by the light of the divine name

72. Al-Quran, ’al-Muzzammil 73:8.

73. Muhammad bin Muhammad *al-Ghazali, lhya Uliim ’al-Din, Kitab Sharah ‘Aja’ib “al-
Qalb (Dar Ibne Hazm, Beirut, 2005), 890.

74. Leccese, “Il dikr nella,” 186.
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(Allah), and it becomes enlightened, as Allah, the Most High, has said, “Allah
is the Light of the heavens and the earth.” 7> At that moment, the heart sees
with the light of Allah, and whoever sees with the light of Allah, nothing
remains hidden from them.7¢

When the seed of love (Cal-hubb) settled in the heart through
continuous remembrance of the name of Allah, the earth became a stable
ground for him to cultivate the growth of inner love which emphasized his
outer to be obedient following divine legislation (Shari‘ah). Thereafter the
love of the disciples towards their Lord is manifested in their obedience to
Him, seeking His pleasure, and refraining from actions that would incur His
displeasure and punishment. On the other hand, the love of Allah towards
His servants is demonstrated by rewarding them with the best for their
obedience, exalting them, praising them, and being pleased with them.
Whoever nurtures the seed of love with the water of obedience and
adherence, there is no fear for them in the future, nor shall he grieve for
what has passed from the descent to the earth. It is because they return
with the attracting forces of care and guidance to the realms of divine
protection, and success comes from Allah alone. This is the merit of
conveyance (Tabligh) that is chosen by Sayyidi Fakhruddin for his
disciples, and compared to his strategy of religious dissemination through
divine proximity, the Qur'an also emphasizes calling people towards
goodness (Khayr), so that they may embrace the love of their Lord to such
an extent that they are never separated from obeying Him.

Conclusion

The authorship of Sayyidi ‘Uthman primarily consists of duris that he
delivers to his disciples and other attendees in gatherings. During these
knowledge-sharing sermons, Sayyidi talks about various subjects, drawing
from ancient books within his possession, his spiritual connection with
Sayyidi Ibrahim al-Dastiqi, and the knowledge bestowed upon him through
divine proximity. The topics covered in his teachings encompass divine
sciences, social sciences, and aspects of ancient history. These teachings
further delve into presenting esoteric concepts of Qur’anic interpretation
and legitimization that surpass the realm of conventional preaching in
[slam.

This holistic approach has had a significant impact on cross-border
communities, providing validation to divine legislation (shari‘ah). As the
author, Sayyidi places significant emphasis on his personal connection with
the divine and subsequently adopts an approach of religious dissemination
through divine proximity. As a result, he has attracted a substantial

75. Al-Quran, ’An-Nur 24:35.
76. Muhammad Bin ‘Isa *al-Tirmizi, Sunnan “al-Tirmizi, Kitab Tafsir *al-Qur’an, Hadith
No. 3127 (Dar al-Hadara Lil-Nashr wa al-Tawzi, Riyad, 2015), 604.
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following, not only within his immediate circle but also among individuals
from diverse backgrounds. He presents a universal concept of religious
adherence, capturing the attention of religious scholars and university
professors, particularly those associated with institutions like ’al-’Azhar
and universities outside the state. Furthermore, he has provided an
opportunity for “common people” to follow him for divine proximity,
transcending the conventional boundaries of Sufism. Unlike other Sufi
practices that encourage seclusion and extensive travel, he does not
impose such restrictions on his disciples. Instead, he emphasizes the
importance of actively contributing to society.

In conclusion, Sayyidi’s authorship has had a profound impact on both

religious scholars and the general public, offering a path of proximity to
Allah while remaining actively engaged in societal matters.
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ABSTRACT

Financial support is the basic need of a society to fulfil its economic
requirements. But due to the limited resources, it is not possible for the
governments of poor countries to perform sustainable tasks for the
betterment of human society. This paper examines the significance of
social entrepreneurs who establish their businesses to resolve social,
cultural, or environmental issues while taking higher financial risks. This
act of social entrepreneurship is the novelty of this study. Moreover, this
study adds to the body of knowledge by contrasting the Islamic
perspective of Social Entrepreneurship with contemporary thoughts.
The science-direct and google-scholars’ databases have been used for
reviewing the data collection. The study may provide a benchmark to
assist government policymakers. This paper is also discussing the Islamic
perspective of social entrepreneurship.

KEYWORDS:

Society, Entrepreneurs, Social, Developers, Benchmark, Islamic
Perspective.

Introduction

A strategy used by people, groups, start-up businesses, or entrepreneurs
to develop, finance, and implement solutions to social, cultural, or
environmental challenges is known as social entrepreneurship that is
adopted by various types of organizations in the world. Therefore, an
entrepreneurship is a business-related term that means a self-started
business when an entrepreneur takes risks and establishes a new enterprise
in a particular field and is run in a particular area to facilitate people of
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society *?. Social entrepreneurs start their businesses and their focus on
social issues, such as, poverty, unemployment, gender inequality, social
exclusion, and environmental protection * In the words of Bill Drayton,
father of social entrepreneurship, founder, and CEO of Ashoka, ‘society is at
a profound turning point™. A social entrepreneur searches for business
opportunities to help society®, and tries to find out the solution to solve
community-based problems®, he or she also takes risk to bring positive
changes in society’, and its aims to control social as well as the environment
issues.®! Many micro and small enterprises work as social entrepreneurs,
such as, microfinance banks serve as social entrepreneurs to fulfil the
financial needs of society?, they provide banking services to jobless or low-
income individuals 10 11, There are several attractive factors to motivate

1. Jane Farmer and Sue Kilpatrick, “Are Rural Health Professionals Also Social
Entrepreneurs?,” Social Science & Medicine 69, no. 11 (December 1, 2009): 1651-58,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2009.09.003.

2. Mohammad Sharifi-Tehrani, Siamak Seyfi, and Mustafeed Zaman, “At the Intersection
of Tourism Social Entrepreneurship and Empathy: Development and Validation of an
Empathy Scale,” Journal of Business Research 141 (March 2022): 433-47,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbusres.2021.11.041.

3. Gokce Meral Canoz, Sedat Ucar, and Tuba Demirciogly, “Investigate the Effect of
Argumentation-Promoted Interactive Simulation Applications on Students’
Argumentation Levels, Academic Achievements, and Entrepreneurship Skills in
Science Classes,” Thinking Skills and Creativity 45 (September 2022): 101106,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tsc.2022.101106.

4. Devin Thorpe, “Father Of Social Entrepreneurship Says ‘Society Is At A Profound
Turning Point,”” 2019, http://bitly/34G2L03.

5. Maria-Jose Manjon, Amparo Merino, and lain Cairns, “Business as Not Usual: A
Systematic Literature Review of Social Entrepreneurship, Social Innovation, and
Energy Poverty to Accelerate the Just Energy Transition,” Energy Research & Social
Science 90 (August 2022): 102624, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2022.102624.

6. Paul Langley et al., “Crowdfunding Cities: Social Entrepreneurship, Speculation and
Solidarity in Berlin,” Geoforum 115 (October 2020): 11-20,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geoforum.2020.06.014.

7.Chester KM. To et al., “Predicting Motivational Outcomes in Social Entrepreneurship:
Roles of Entrepreneurial Self-Efficacy and Situational Fit,” Journal of Business Research
121 (December 2020): 209-22, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbusres.2020.08.022.

8. Thanh Tiep Le, “How Humane Entrepreneurship Fosters Sustainable Supply Chain
Management for a Circular Economy Moving towards Sustainable Corporate
Performance,” Journal of Cleaner Production 368 (September 2022): 133178,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2022.133178.

9. Noha Ghazy, Hebatallah Ghoneim, and Guenter Lang, “Entrepreneurship, Productivity
and Digitalization: Evidence from the EU,” Technology in Society 70 (August 2022):
102052, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.techsoc.2022.102052.

10. Anna Shokhnekh et al., “Genesis of Social Entrepreneurship in the Development of the
Transport Sector in the Region,” Transportation Research Procedia 63 (2022): 956-
61, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.trpro.2022.06.094.

11.]José Osvaldo De Sordi et al., “Dark, down, and Destructive Side of Entrepreneurship:
Unveiling Negative Aspects of Unsuccessful Entrepreneurial Action,” The
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people as social entrepreneurs for societyl?, for examples, as social
entrepreneurs, people want authority or freedom from bosses, and want to
be famous in the world 1314, and by joining social entrepreneurship, people
can fulfill their desires15,16, It is a fact that population and economic growth
increase at the same time, and ecological and social issues will also rise
simultaneously!?, and to control these issues, social entrepreneurs help to
increase the interest in corporate social responsibilities among people in
society1819, Social entrepreneurship also plays its role in the healthcare
sector??, because social workers help humanity 2122 to resolve

International Journal of Management Education 20, no. 3 (November 2022): 100659,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijme.2022.100659.

12. Ana C.S. Mendes et al.,, “A BWM Approach to Determinants of Sustainable
Entrepreneurship in Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises,” Journal of Cleaner
Production 371 (October 2022): 133300,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2022.133300.

13. Vanessa Ratten, “Digital Platforms and Transformational Entrepreneurship during
the COVID-19 Crisis,” International Journal of Information Management, May 2022,
102534, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijinfomgt.2022.102534.

14. Richard S. Aquino, “Community Change through Tourism Social Entrepreneurship,”
Annals of Tourism Research 95 (July 2022): 103442,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.annals.2022.103442.

15. Aquino.

16. Maria-Teresa Méndez-Picazo, Miguel-Angel Galindo-Martin, and Maria-Soledad
Castafio-Martinez, “Effects of Sociocultural and Economic Factors on Social
Entrepreneurship and Sustainable Development,” Journal of Innovation & Knowledge
6, no. 2 (April 2021): 69-77, https://doi.org/10.1016/].jik.2020.06.001.

17. Le, “How Humane Entrepreneurship Fosters Sustainable Supply Chain Management
for a Circular Economy Moving towards Sustainable Corporate Performance.”

18. Shuang Ren and Susan E. Jackson, “HRM Institutional Entrepreneurship for
Sustainable Business Organizations,” Human Resource Management Review 30, no. 3
(September 2020): 100691, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.hrmr.2019.100691.

19. Ricardo Grilo and Anténio Carrizo Moreira, “The Social as the Heart of Social
Innovation and Social Entrepreneurship: An Emerging Area or an Old Crossroads?,”
International Journal of Innovation Studies 6, no. 2 (June 2022): 53-66,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijis.2022.03.001.

20 Shazmin Khalid, Shrijna Dixon, and Lavanya Vijayasingham, “The Gender
Responsiveness of Social Entrepreneurship in Health - A Review of Initiatives by
Ashoka Fellows,” Social Science & Medicine 293 (January 2022): 114665,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2021.114665.

21. Engin Deniz Eris, Ige Pirnar, and Duygu Celebi, “Experimental Social
Entrepreneurship Model in Gastronomy: The Case of Ebru Baybara Demir as a Social
Gastronomy Entrepreneur,” International Journal of Gastronomy and Food Science 27
(March 2022): 100474, https://doi.org/10.1016/].ijgfs.2022.100474.

22.Jae-Yun Ho and Semee Yoon, “Ambiguous Roles of Intermediaries in Social
Entrepreneurship: The Case of Social Innovation System in South Korea,”
Technological Forecasting and Social Change 175 (February 2022): 121324,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.techfore.2021.121324.
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environmental issues to achieve sustainable development in society 2324,
Social entrepreneurship is a source of new job creation for the development
of an economy?>, and it is also a source of addition of several values for
society, such as a measure of social responsibility,2¢ and it pursues to identify
innovative business for society's improvement,27. 28 and it always remain
busy in resolving social problems.2? Social entrepreneurs work for the
betterment of society,3® emphasize for sustainable development of
society.313233 The participation of women social entrepreneurs acts as the
backbone of society,3* and it is the source of innovation and integration to

23. Méndez-Picazo, Galindo-Martin, and Castafio-Martinez, “Effects of Sociocultural and
Economic Factors on Social Entrepreneurship and Sustainable Development.”

24. Pedro Mendonga Silva, Victor Ferreira Moutinho, and Anténio Carrizo Moreira, “Do
Social and Economic Factors Affect the Technical Efficiency in Entrepreneurship
Activities? Evidence from European Countries Using a Two-Stage DEA Model,” Socio-
Economic Planning Sciences 82 (August 2022): 101314,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.seps.2022.101314.

25.Bin Ji et al,, “Can Subsurface Flow Constructed Wetlands Be Applied in Cold Climate
Regions? A Review of the Current Knowledge,” Ecological Engineering 157 (October
2020): 105992, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecoleng.2020.105992.

26. Steven Si et al,, “Technology, Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Social Change in
Digital Economics,” Technovation 119 (January 2023): 102484,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.technovation.2022.102484.

27.Aquino, “Community Change through Tourism Social Entrepreneurship.”

28. Isabell Tenner and Jacob Hoérisch, “Crowdfunding Sustainable Entrepreneurship:
What Are the Characteristics of Crowdfunding Investors?,” Journal of Cleaner
Production 290 (March 2021): 125667,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2020.125667.

29. loannis Kostakis and Konstantinos P. Tsagarakis, “The Role of Entrepreneurship,
Innovation and Socioeconomic Development on Circularity Rate: Empirical Evidence
from Selected European Countries,” Journal of Cleaner Production 348 (May 2022):
131267, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2022.131267.

30. Jinjiang He et al,, “Opportunity-Based Entrepreneurship and Environmental Quality of
Sustainable Development: A Resource and Institutional Perspective,” Journal of
Cleaner Production 256 (May 2020): 120390,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2020.120390.

31. Mohd Irfan, Sarvendra Yadav, and Krishnendu Shaw, “The Adoption of Solar
Photovoltaic Technology among Indian Households: Examining the Influence of
Entrepreneurship,” Technological Forecasting and Social Change 169 (August 2021):
120815, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.techfore.2021.120815.

32.R. Cervell6-Royo et al., “Sustainable Development, Economic and Financial Factors,
That Influence the Opportunity-Driven Entrepreneurship. An FsQCA Approach,”
Journal of Business Research 115 (July 2020): 393-402,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbusres.2019.10.031.

33.]Josefina Fernandez-Guadafo and Sonia Martin-Lépez, “Gender Differences in Social
Entrepreneurship: Evidence from Spain,” Women'’s Studies International Forum 96
(January 2023): 102663, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wsif.2022.102663.

34. Jeffrey Muldoon et al., “Paved with Good Intentions: Moral Disengagement and Social
Entrepreneurship,” Journal of Innovation & Knowledge 7, no. 4 (October 2022):
100237, https://doi.org/10.1016/].jik.2022.100237.
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improve the quality of life.3536 Lastly, it is true that social entrepreneurs
remain highly motivated to resolve social issues.37:38

Method of Data Collection

For this review paper, the science direct and google scholar databases
have been used for data collection process. The data collected from 154
research and review papers and sites were used as literature review in
preparation of this review paper to highlight the originality of this study. The
support of social entrepreneurs for society has been extracted from the
literature review for the study.

Social Entrepreneurs and Society

In under developing and developing countries, the social
entrepreneurship is still in its early stages of development because their
political and legal systems do not sufficiently support it. When a social
entrepreneur lacks trust in long-term investment chances, the political
climate is unstable, the legal climate is affected by confusing analytical and
ethical law, and the social differences are developed.3? The "Father of Social
Entrepreneurship Education,” Gregory Dees, says social entrepreneurs work
as change agents by: (a) taking on a purpose to establish and promote social
ideals (b) identifying and tenaciously seeking new chances to advance that
goal (c) contributing in an ongoing process of invention, adaptation, and
learning.#% Social entrepreneurship is one of the rapidly growing fields in the
world. It is a fundamental type of business that supports both society as well
as the economy of a country. In many countries, the social entrepreneurship
does efforts for market innovation, enhancing social investment or trade,

35. Wentao Gu and Xiaoyan Zheng, “An Empirical Study on the Impact of Sustainable
Entrepreneurship: Based on the Environmental Kuznets Model,” Journal of Business
Research 123 (February 2021): 613-24,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbusres.2020.10.011.

36. Victor A. Chavez et al., “The Importance of the Technologically Able Social Innovators
and Entrepreneurs: A US National Laboratory Perspective,” Technological Forecasting
and Social Change 121 (August 2017): 205-15,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.techfore.2016.09.002.

37. Daniel Palacios-Marqués et al., “Social Entrepreneurship and Organizational
Performance: A Study of the Mediating Role of Distinctive Competencies in
Marketing,” Journal of Business Research 101 (August 2019): 426-32,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbusres.2019.02.004.

38. Nazha Gali et al., “Social Entrepreneurship Orientation and Company Success: The
Mediating Role of Social Performance,” Technological Forecasting and Social Change
160 (November 2020): 120230, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.techfore.2020.120230.

39. Zahid Hussain, “The Role of Social Entrepreneurship in Pakistan: A Preliminary
Analysis,” Journal of Entrepreneurship Education 25, no. S4 (2022): 1-9.

40. Admin, “Emerging Trends in Social Entrepreneurship Development,” Indiana School
of Development Management, 2022, https://www.isdm.org.in/blog/emerging-
trends-social-entrepreneurship-development.
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creating job opportunities, and alleviating poverty.#l Different social
entrepreneurs are working for society, such as, following is the detail of
famous social entrepreneurs who did the prominent social works for world
humanity:

Table 1: Notable historical social entrepreneurs

Sr. Social Country Focus Area Referen
No. | Entrepreneur ce
1 | Qais Al Khonji Oman Genesis projects and investment 4243 44
2 | Vinoba Bhave India Redistributed more than
7,000,000 acres of land to landless
people.
3 | David Ross United States | Environmentalist and
Brower conservationist, for environmental
issues.
4 | Akhtar Hameed | Pakistan Grassroots movement for rural
Khan communities and low-cost
sanitation programmes.
5 | Maria Italy Developed the Montessori
Montessori approach to early childhood
education.
6 | Friedrich Germany Introduced microfinance system
Wilhelm in European banks.
Raiffeisen
7 | Ibrahim Egypt Introduced cultural renewal
Abouleish planning on sustainable basis.
8 | Fazle Hasan Bangladesh Worked on poverty reduction, and
Abed other social issues
9 | Vera Cordeiro Brazil Focused on health and other
issues

Based on the regular activities of social entrepreneurs, it is expected that
social entrepreneurs in the capacity of micro enterprises take care for a
society needs, such as, they work for self-employment by starting new
businesses, scale up the existing businesses by increasing their size, new jobs
are created by developing new social entrepreneurship, provide technical

41. Mubeen Asif et al., “The Role of Social Entrepreneurship in Pakistan and Its Impact on
Economy,” International Journal of Business, Economics and Management 5, no. 5
(2018): 117-27, https://doi.org/10.18488/journal.62.2018.55.117.127.

42. “Notable Modern Social Entrepreneurs,” wikipedia, 2023,
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talk:List_of _social_entrepreneurs.

43. Andrea S. Gubik and Zséfia Voros, “Why Narcissists May Be Successful Entrepreneurs:
The Role of Entrepreneurial Social Identity and Overwork,” Journal of Business
Venturing Insights 19 (June 2023): e00364,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbvi.2022.e00364.

44. Philip T. Roundy and Thomas S. Lyons, “Humility in Social Entrepreneurs and Its
Implications for Social Impact Entrepreneurial Ecosystems,” Journal of Business
Venturing Insights 17 (June 2022): e00296,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbvi.2021.e00296.
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skills to people of society by establishing training and skills development
institutes, establish the micro finance institutions on voluntary basis, and
also arrange philanthropists to meet the financial needs, perceive social
problems, organize resources for fighting against social problems, create
social awareness among people, 4and equip the community with education,
knowledge, and earning skills for livelihoods.*¢ Hence, social entrepreneurs
are society developers, society assistance providers, problem solvers, and
alternate facilitators for a society who assist to the existing government in
providing the required assistance to the people of a society or community in
society development and sustainability. For example, social entrepreneurs
can provide micro finance as micro finance banks, many socially aware
businesses concentrate on resolving social issues and frequently give back
to their communities or assist those in need, such as Ashoka, a social
entrepreneurship, and TOMS Shoes provides shoes to needy persons in
society, etc.

Areas of Key Performance

Social entrepreneurs show their key performance in the field of the
sustainable development and environmental issues and their solutions
because these issues need to resolve at government level and when a
government needs the assistance of social entrepreneurs in resolving of
these social issues, the private sector work as social entrepreneurs in
various fields of life:

a. Sustainable Development

An organizing principle known as sustainable development attempts to
achieve human development objectives while allowing natural systems to
support human needs for essential natural resources and ecosystem
services.#” There are two famous examples of sustainable development:
Solar energy and crop rotation. Solar energy is used to reduce pollution in
the environment, and crop rotation process is used for increasing crops
production. Alternate crops are harvested on the same soil to increase and
improve the soil fertility, such as, in the fields of wheat, if crops of pulses are

45. Widya Paramita et al,, “Let Ethics Lead Your Way: The Role of Moral Identity and
Moral Intensity in Promoting Social Entrepreneurial Intention,” Journal of Business
Venturing Insights 17 (June 2022): e00299,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbvi.2021.e00299.

46. Changhyeon Song, Kyung Min Park, and Yeonbae Kim, “Socio-Cultural Factors
Explaining Technology-Based Entrepreneurial Activity: Direct and Indirect Role of
Social Security,” Technology in Society 61 (May 2020): 101246,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.techsoc.2020.101246.

47. Ana Cristina O. Siqueira et al,, “Creating Economic, Social, and Environmental Change
through Entrepreneurship: An Entrepreneurial Autonomy Perspective Informed by
Paulo Freire,” Journal of Business Venturing Insights 19 (June 2023): e00386,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbvi.2023.e00386.
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grown, the fertility of soil will increase.#® Therefore, these efforts are made
for sustainable development in the country and social entrepreneurs can
easily understand the real problems of society, and their role may provide
sustainable development for society. For example, Harish Hande is a social
entrepreneur in India, and he is the CEO and Founder of Selco, a company
that provides sustainable energy to rural areas of the country.*°

i. Off-Grid Energy

A collection of off-grid systems and technologies are debated, including
solar, wind, hydro, generator sets, biomass systems, battery storage and
converter in respect of under developing and developing countries have the
similar energy issues.>? Participation of micro enterprises to resolve the
energy issues of societies is a very sacred task for the development of a
society,>! and this is the cheapest green energy system that is used by under
developing and developed countries, because it is the cheapest power
generation system that is used in the world and social entrepreneurs
facilitate society by providing this system. This type of development is
beneficial for the rural area’s development all over the world.

iil. Affordable Housing

According to>2, during Covid-19 pandemic millions of urban residents
have increased ecological awareness, changed nutritional practices, and the
social entrepreneurs provided many solutions. Social entrepreneurs are the
best solution providers to society, because with increase in the world
population and technological growth and development the society issues are
also increasing in parallel and until and unless a proper system is not
established the societal issues may not be resolved,>? that is why the social

48.BYJU’S, “What Is Sustainable Development with Examples?,” 2021,
https://byjus.com/commerce/meaning-and-features-of-sustainable-development/.

49. Shoshanna Delventhal, “The 10 Most Successful Social Entrepreneurs.,” Investopedia,
2022, https://www.investopedia.com/articles/investing/092515/10-most-
successful-social-entrepreneurs.asp.

50. Aleid C. Groenewoudt and Henny A. Romijn, “Limits of the Corporate-Led Market
Approach to off-Grid Energy Access: A Review,” Environmental Innovation and
Societal Transitions 42 (March 2022): 27-43,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.eist.2021.10.027.

51. Georg Heinemann, “Innovating in the Off-Grid Sector: Sustainable Supply Chains and
Business Models for Solar Home System Provision in Bangladesh and Kenya,” Energy
Research & Social Science 94 (December 2022): 102853,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2022.102853.

52. Gervaise Debucquet et al.,, “Bringing Nature into Private Urban Housing:
Environmental, Social and Food Connections for Urban Resilience,” Cities 131
(December 2022): 104007, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2022.104007.

53. Thijs H.J. Geradts and Elisa Alt, “Social Entrepreneurial Action in Established
Organizations: Developing the Concept of Social Intrapreneurship,” Journal of
Business Research 151 (November 2022): 197-206,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbusres.2022.06.047.
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entrepreneurs are the best solution providers for all the under developing
and developing countries in the globe. For example, social entrepreneurship
to revive the economy of the society in which they reside and conduct
business by generating employment, generating revenue, and developing a
wide network of business partners, including suppliers, shipping firms,
lenders, and utility companies.

iii. Startup Finance

Startup financing means the process of funding a company with loans or
stock. Because equity financing provides funding in exchange for a portion
of ownership, like money from an investment company, it does not need
arepayment. Investors take on payment risk because they are confident in
the company's future growth and the potential value of their shares relative
to their initial investment.>* The discovery, production, and development of
opportunities for (future) goods and services that simultaneously protect
the natural and social environment and generate financial and non-financial
gain for others is known as an enterprise for sustainable development.55
Micro finance banks provide such loans to social entrepreneurs which they
need to invest for the sake of resolving the issues of sustainability of
environment and development in field of electricity or introducing the solar
system in the area, introducing the housing schemes, and establishing new
businesses for resolving the job issues of society.

Environmental Issues

Environmental solutions are the tactics and measures taken to make the
healthier environment in society. According to ¢, in those countries where
the major population consists of the youngest people, and their people are
crazy to do something better for their peoples, they perform such duties as
social entrepreneurs happily.57 The social entrepreneurs are the suitable
persons who provide the best solutions for maintaining the sustainable
environment, it is necessary to provide clean water to society, have zero
emissions, keep zero noise pollution, and make an air pollution free zone to
society. Social entrepreneurs can provide the best solutions for these issues,
such as for clean water and sanitation, they advise to avoid wasting water to

54. Frank |. van Rijnsoever, “Intermediaries for the Greater Good: How Entrepreneurial
Support Organizations Can Embed Constrained Sustainable Development Startups in
Entrepreneurial Ecosystems,” Research Policy 51, no. 2 (March 2022): 104438,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.respol.2021.104438.

55. Christopher Blattman, Stefan Dercon, and Simon Franklin, “Impacts of Industrial and
Entrepreneurial Jobs on Youth: 5-Year Experimental Evidence on Factory Job Offers
and Cash Grants in Ethiopia,” Journal of Development Economics 156 (May 2022):
102807, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jdeveco.2021.102807.

56. Riaz Hagq, “Pakistan: Land of Social Entrepreneurs,” South Asia Investor Review, 2014,
https://www.southasiainvestor.com/2014/10/pakistan-land-of-social-
entrepreneurs.html.

57.Siqueira et al.,, “Creating Economic, Social, and Environmental Change”
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stop global warming, for climate action they advise for life below water to
avoid the use of plastic bags to keep the oceans clean, and for life on land,
they advise for planting trees to help protect the environment. These are the
major solutions that may be provided by the social entrepreneurial sector in
acountry. These are the crucial actions that are considered all over the world
to make a sustainable environment.

i. Clean Water

Cleans water means such water that is not harmful for health when it is
used for any domestic purpose whether it is for indoor use or for outdoor
use, such as, drinking, food preparation, bathing, brushing teeth, washing
dishes, washing clothes, cleaning the home, watering crops, and
swimming.>85° A social entrepreneurship named as Pharmagen Water
established in 2007, that has worked to bring affordable, safe, and purified
drinking water to underprivileged areas of Lahore, Pakistan's second-largest
metropolis.®? It is funded by Acumen, an organization that supports business
owners and raises venture money that is used to address the root causes of
poverty. To address the growing demand for clean water around the world,
significant advancements in water-purification technologies are required.!
Improvements are especially important for the technology's energy
efficiency because desalination needs a lot of energy inputs, which
significantly raises costs and ties energy use and water purification
together.62 There are a lot of diseases that are only due to the use of
contaminated water, such as cholera, diarrhea, vomiting, and other digestive
system diseases. If clean water is used such diseases can easily be controlled
and people may be safe from them. In rural areas, the facility of clean water
is not available everywhere, somewhere clean water facilities are available
at government level, and somewhere these facilities are provided by the
social entrepreneurs to facilitate society by establishing healthcare
dispensaries for society.
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Elderly Hispanics,” SSRN Electronic Journal, 2022,
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Figure 1: Process & Methods of Purification of Drinking Water

According to ©3, there are fourteen methods of drinking water
purification, among these, five are mentioned here: Pure Pani Portable
Filters, EOS International, Proyecto Agua Segura, Sanivation, and Bhumijo.

1.

Pure Pani Portable Filters: This method is used in an Indian-based social
enterprise to make clean drinking water for all.

EOS International: It is situated in Centre America, a is a social enterprise
providing safe drinking water for the whole region.

Proyecto Agua Segura: It is a social enterprise from Argentina, it gets
safe drinking water for everyone, every day.

Sanivation: It is a Kenya-based social enterprise that delivers clean, safe,
and efficient sanitation services to urbanizing communities in low-income
countries.

Bhumijo: It is a social enterprise that ensures access to hygienic public
sanitation for all in Bangladesh.

Zero Emissions

Reaching to the level of zero emissions meansthat none of the
greenhouse gases, such as, carbon dioxide (CO2), methane gas, and nitrous
oxide or other greenhouse gases are releasing into the atmosphere.64 The
United Nations University (UNU) headquarters in Tokyo established a
research and action-based Programme known as the Zero Emissions

63. Alexandra Nemeth, “14 Social Enterprises Making Clean Water and Sanitation
Accessible for All,” Movingworlds, 2021, https://blog.movingworlds.org/14-social-
enterprises-making-clean-water-and-sanitation-accessible-for-all/.

64. Hideo Noda and Shigeru Kano, “Environmental Economic Modeling of Sustainable
Growth and Consumption in a Zero-Emission Society,” Journal of Cleaner Production
299 (May 2021): 126691, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2021.126691.

54



Towards a Sustainable Society: Exploring the Services of Social Entrepreneurs

approach in 1994, and it is currently actively sponsored by several
organizations.®56667 By 2050, many nations aim to have net-zero carbon
dioxide emissions. To accomplish this aim in all areas, including the
transportation sector, electrification is a critical step. When considering
complete energy systems, there are a number of emission reduction
solutions in the road transport industry for attaining net-zero emissions.®8
Reducing emissions can raise business competitiveness and continue the
industry's inescapable drive for greater efficiency.®® Environmental damage
has resulted from industrial activities that pollute the soil, atmosphere, and
water. Therefore, reducing pollution is crucial to upholding environmental
norms in the long run. The goal of this paper is to examine what kinds of
economic conditions should be met if an economy adopts a rule requiring
that pollution be cleaned up when it is produced, and whether the continued
growth of gross domestic product (GDP) and consumption when the
economy experiences cyclical fluctuations is compatible with the zero net
emission of pollution flow.”0 According to 71 eight countries have been
included in the list of net zero emissions by the end of 2022, they are Bhutan,
Comoros, Gabon, Guyana, Madagascar, Niue, Panama, and Suriname. If other
countries work accordingly, they can easily achieve the deadline of 2050 for
sustainable development goals set by UNO.

Services of Social Entrepreneurs

The efforts for resolving the environmental issues may also be resolved
by social entrepreneurs by educating people to achieve zero emissions.
Social innovators are driving the development of climate change and
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68. Keigo Akimoto, “Assessment of Road Transportation Measures for Global Net-Zero
Emissions Considering Comprehensive Energy Systems,” IATSS Research 47, no. 2
(July 2023): 196-203, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.iatssr.2023.02.005.

69. Fan Bie et al,, “Transitioning to a Zero-Emission Energy System towards
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greenhouse gas emission reduction strategies. More than 192 million tons of
CO2 have been reduced because of the work of the Schwab Foundation for
Social Entrepreneurship.

Figure 2: Social Entrepreneurs work for Zero Emission

Similarly, social enterprises have been effectively used in nations
including the United States, Germany, Sweden, India, and Thailand to
address climate change .72

i. Noise Pollution

Unwanted or excessive sound that may be harmful to wildlife, the
environment, and human health. Many industrial facilities and other
workplaces regularly produce noise pollution, but it is also produced by
train, airline, and road traffic, as well as by outdoor construction projects.”3
Urbanization is on the rise, which has changed people's preferences for noise
and air pollution as well as the expansion of conventional urban externalities
into suburban and rural areas.’* Due to the growing urbanization,
construction noise has turned into a severe cause of environmental
pollution. Studies on the noise pollution caused by buildings, however, are
scarce nationwide. Emerging social media, meanwhile, allows for the
dissemination of information in real time and can serve as a society-
monitoring sensor.’> It has been demonstrated that exposure to noise and
air pollution both have an impact on cognitive impairment.”¢ It offers a
thoughtful introduction to the major arguments and problems surrounding
environmental noise pollution, ranging from concerns about the historical
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impact of urban noise pollution to current difficulties facing policymakers in
an increasingly urbanized world.”7.7879

Effects of Noise Pollution

Noise can physically harm the eardrum and the delicate inner ear hair
cells over time and at specific exposure levels, which is known as noise-
induced hearing loss. This hearing loss may be temporary or permanent.
SPLs below 80 dBA do not often cause hearing loss (eight-hour exposure
levels are best kept at 85 dBA), but most people who are regularly exposed
to noise levels above 105 dBA will experience some degree of irreversible
hearing loss.8% In addition to causing hearing loss, prolonged exposure to
loud noises can increase heart rate and blood pressure, lead to agitation,
anxiety, and mental weariness, as well as disrupt sleep, leisure activities, and
interpersonal interactions. Today, noise pollution is one type of pollution
that is very dangerous. This pollution just gets worse and makes the
environment dangerous.81 When noise levels exceed the standard, this is
known as noise pollution. When noise levels exceed safe levels, it becomes
harmful to living things. Additionally, these disagreeable noises disrupt
several activities and unbalance the surroundings.82 Nose pollution is a
cause of disturbance, and it creates many problems in society. For example,
students of any level may disturb, and they may not do their study
preparations easily, patients may be disturbed, small children and pregnant
ladies may disturb, and those people who remain busy to research work may
be disturbed due to noise pollution. Social entrepreneurs can help in
minimizing noise pollution by addressing and advising people through
conducting workshops and seminars on the topics.
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Figure 3: Effects of Noise Pollution

Children who reside in noisy environments may experience stress as
well as other issues like memory and attention span deficiencies. Controlling
noise pollution is crucial in both the workplace and the community.83 No one
can do his or her work with full concentration in the noisy environment
because it may affect the expected results of any efforts which are made by
the society people.

il. Air pollution

Air pollution means any substance that alters the natural properties of
the atmosphere, whether it be chemical, physical, or biological, is considered
an air pollutant. Air pollution can occur indoors or outdoors. Common
causes of air pollution include motor vehicles, industrial operations,
household combustion appliances, and forest fires.8# Some physical
activities of people may also create the air pollution that can be controlled
by the social entrepreneurs at local level, and it may be an assistance to
government from society, for example, people burn woods, garbage, and
other waste products in open air, it may be stopped by the involvement of
social entrepreneurs by educating the society people in a civilized way.

Dangers of Air Pollution

According to 85, a well-known threat to environmental health is air
pollution, and over 6.5 million people die from air pollution-related causes
worldwide each year. Hazardous elements from both man-made and natural
sources are combined to form air pollution. The main causes of man-includes
pollution include vehicle emissions, fuel oils and natural gas used to heat

83. Berg and Nathanson, “Noise Pollution.”

84. “Air Pollution,” World Health Organization, n.d., https://www.who.int/health-
topics/air-pollution#tab=tab_1.

85. “Air Pollution and Your Health,” National Institutes of Health (USA, 2020),
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/health/materials/air_pollution_and_your_health_508.pdf.
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homes, waste products from manufacturing and power generation, mainly
from coal-fired power plants, and odours from chemical manufacturing.8é
Air pollutions affects most of the patients belonging to Asthma and patients
involved in lung related diseases such as Tuberculosis of TB or other patients
who have allergic cough or those people who whenever expose to open air
they have respiratory problems.

. Vehicle emissions
. Domestic heating fuel
Reasons of Air . Industrial waste

Pollution . Decomposing organic waste
. Hazardous compounds from
volcanic eruptions and wildfires

Figure 4: Reasons for Air Pollution

Hazardous compounds are released into the atmosphere by nature,
including gases like methane produced by the breakdown of organic matter
in soils, ash and gases from volcanic eruptions, and smoke from wildfires,
which are frequently started by humans. Air pollution is a mix of hazardous
substances from both human-made and natural sources. When air pollution
is not controlled timely and properly, it affects the surroundings and climate
may badly be affected by it that may cause for a permanent climate change.

Air Pollution and Climate Change

With complicated interactions in the atmosphere, air pollution and
climate change influence one another. Because both issues are generally
caused by the same causes, such as emissions from burning fossil fuels, air
pollution and climate change are closely related.8” Both pose dangers to the
environment and to the health of people everywhere. Research shows that
due to air pollution, cancer, cardiovascular disease, and respiratory disease
spread speedily and those who affect with air pollution are old age people,
children, women, and rural dwellers.88

Based on the importance of society developers or social entrepreneurs
associated under a social entrepreneurship theory may have these research
objectives:

86. Bert Brunekreef and Stephen T Holgate, “Air Pollution and Health,” The Lancet 360, no.
9341 (October 2002): 1233-42, https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(02)11274-8.
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(i) The social entrepreneurs work as social workers.
(i) The social entrepreneurs work as service providers.
(iii) The social entrepreneurs work as the alternate facilitators.

These objectives will be achieved to answer the following research
questions:

(i) How do social workers work for society?
(i) How does a society get services from a social entrepreneur?
(iii) How do social workers act as alternate facilitators?

To meet the objectives of this research, the research questions, and the
relevant theory of social entrepreneurship provides the best justification
and association in the next section. This j. social culture includes societal
values, customs, restrictions, religious beliefs, and other cultural activities,
the business norms.8? A developing area of economic activity and scholarly
study is social entrepreneurship. Our economic system now includes social
entrepreneurs and the socially conscious businesses they start as significant
players who allocate resources to worthwhile endeavours and add value to
society.”? Social entrepreneurship theory applies to analyze and identify
three types of social entrepreneurs,®! those who participate as society
developers, those workers who are capable for development, and the third
one are political entrepreneurs who promote urban development.?293 Social
entrepreneurs have good relationship with government officials, and they
assist in quick decision-making 949596 and the social entrepreneurship
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education is considered very important for society. 279899 These enterprises
have the capability to create ease for society,100101 and they create social
groups and networks to produce social effects on society,102.103104 and they
become very famous in the area for their works in the field of basic health,
social benefits, and community empowerment.l%5 Most of the rural
community tasks are handled by social entrepreneurs, 106.107 they also create
values in society and their focus is always on resolving societal
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issues.108.109,110 Social entrepreneurs create economic and social values for
society,111112113 and they resolve social problems in innovative and
entrepreneurial ways.114115116,117 Sgcial entrepreneurs work for education
and training development,118.119,120 bhecause basic knowledge and training
are importance for a newly established business. A Social entrepreneur can
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easily handle the challenges for society.121.122 and it works for moral
principles to combat gender inequity and bring about social
transformation.123.124125 Social Entrepreneurial struggles from lower social
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social entrepreneurs have good record in this field,131132133 because they
always work with the men in every field of life.134135136 Research of
industrialized nations has demonstrated the key factors include prior
experience, moral obligation, self-efficacy, and perceived social
support.137,138139 There is a prominent status for successful social
entrepreneurs, 140141142 byt when institutions are weak, social
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entrepreneurship affects national well-being.143.144145 [t s said that social
entrepreneurship is an instrument for solving social and environmental
issues,146.147.148 35 entrepreneurial efforts have a positive effect without the
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issues, 152153154 hecause these organizations make financial resources
beneficial for the community.155 The underprivileged societies may benefit
from social entrepreneurs in changing their lives. 156157158

Understanding Social Entrepreneurship for a better society

from an Islamic Perspective

Islam emphasizes social justice, compassion, and the well-being of the
community as important aspects of a believer's life.1>° Social
entrepreneurship, which combines business acumen with a focus on
addressing social issues, can be seen as a manifestation of these Islamic
principles. Here are some ways in which social entrepreneurship is
supported from an Islamic perspective:

1. Economic Justice: Islam encourages economic justice and discourages
exploitation. Social entrepreneurs often aim to create sustainable
businesses that address societal needs while ensuring fair treatment
of workers and customers. This aligns with Islamic teachings on fair
trade, ethical business practices, and avoiding exploitation.

2. Poverty Alleviation: One of the primary goals of social
entrepreneurship is poverty alleviation. Islam places great emphasis
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on helping the poor and needy through charitable acts (Zakat) and
voluntary giving (Sadagah).160 Supporting social entrepreneurs who
work towards poverty reduction is a way to fulfill these obligations
and contribute to a more equitable society.

3. Social Impact: Islamic teachings emphasize the importance of
positively impacting society. Social entrepreneurs focus on creating
innovative solutions to address pressing social issues such as
education, healthcare, clean energy, and environmental sustainability.
By supporting social entrepreneurs, Muslims can contribute to
building a better society and fulfilling their social responsibilities.

4. Empowerment and Justice: Islam encourages the empowerment of
marginalized individuals and communities. Social entrepreneurs often
work towards empowering marginalized groups by providing them
with opportunities for education, skills development, employment,
and entrepreneurship. This aligns with Islamic teachings on justice,
equality, and empowering those in need.

5. Sustainability and Environmental Stewardship: Social entrepreneurs
often incorporate sustainable practices and environmental
stewardship into their business models. Islam emphasizes the concept
of stewardship (Khalifa) and the responsibility of humans to protect
and preserve the environment.161 Supporting social entrepreneurs
who prioritize sustainability aligns with Islamic teachings on
environmental conservation.

6. Ethical Practices: Islam promotes ethical business practices and
discourages engaging in activities that are harmful to individuals or
society. Social entrepreneurs are often committed to ethical business
practices, transparency, and accountability. Supporting socially
responsible businesses promotes these Islamic values and encourages
ethical behavior in the marketplace.

7. Collaboration and Community Building: Social entrepreneurship often
involves collaboration and community engagement. [slam encourages
Muslims to work together, support one another, and collaborate for

160. Mona Atia, “Islamic Approaches to Development : A Case Study of Zakat , Sadaga and
Qurd Al Hassan in Contemporary Egypt,” in 8th International Conference on Islamic
Economics and Finance, 2011, 1-14,
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161. Mohd Nor Mamat, Siti Fatahiyah Mahamood, and Ismaniza Ismail, “Islamic
Philosophy on Behaviour - Based Environmental Attitude,” Procedia - Social and
Behavioral Sciences 49 (2012): 85-92,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sbspro.2012.07.008.
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the betterment of society 162. By supporting social entrepreneurs,
Muslims can actively participate in community-building initiatives and
foster a sense of unity and cooperation.

In summary, supporting social entrepreneurs for a better society is
highly compatible with Islamic values and principles. It aligns with the
[slamic teachings on economic justice, poverty alleviation, social impact,
empowerment, sustainability, ethical practices, and community building.
Muslims are encouraged to engage in initiatives that contribute positively to
society and work towards creating a more just and compassionate world.

Discussion

The study emphasizes the significance of social entrepreneurs who work
as society developers and alternate facilitators. Due to their active
performance for society, the need for social entrepreneurship is very
essential. Those necessary tasks that a difficult for the government of an
under developing or a developing country they may easily be achieved with
the efforts of social entrepreneurs. They fill the gap of society services
through their excellent performance. The theory of social entrepreneurship
supports social entrepreneurs due to their sincerity to society. The literature
review indicated that social entrepreneurs are the best society developers
because they work for society development and its sustainability, they also
reduce environmental issues, and struggle for society modernization and
improvement. As compared to the sacred work in a society, the research
work for this important area is very little in under developing and
developing countries, therefore, more attention and focus is required to
highlight the noble work of social entrepreneurs. Social entrepreneurs not
only work for society to resolve its issues but also motivate and assist the
residents for joining the social entrepreneurship. Social entrepreneurs or
society developers always help society in difficult situations, such as, in
earthquakes, floods, and in any disaster management in a country. The study
provides guidelines for policymakers, researchers, students, and academia
for sustainability and social development in a society. Social entrepreneurs
help society in minimizing its problems by either establishing the relevant
businesses or to educate the society people by highlighting the importance
of the problem free society and motivating the people by providing them
proper information and guidance for preventing people from harmful effects
of social and environmental issues and the methods by applying them a
sustainable environment may be achieved.

Conclusion
This paper is based on the review of the already published materials and

162. Meraj Ahmad Meraj, “Islamic Directives of Interfaith Dialogue.,” The Scholar Islamic
Academic Research Journal 3,no. 1 (2017): 20-35,
https://www.siarj.com/index.php/Siarj/article /view/58.
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discussion that is available with science direct database and on google
scholar. The paper covers the support of social entrepreneurs for a better
society, and it is further emphasized on the review of sustainable
environmental development. There is a comprehensive discussion on
sustainable development and environmental issues, then a theoretical
association of social entrepreneurship has been established and reviewed. It
is further concluded about the activities and working of social entrepreneurs
who perform as social developers of society. It is also concluded from the
literature that the need for social workers in society is increasing day by day
due to their sincerity and patience for society, because they always focus on
the financial needs of society and try to meet it thought their own resources.
Their performance in the society is like that of counselors and facilitators
because they remain in a closed circuit within the people in society, and can
easily understand their problems, and they also provide legal assistance to
people in society if it is required.163 Social entrepreneurship is an acceptable
source of inspiration for the government, business sector, NGOs,
universities, and young people in underdeveloped and developing countries
where social, economic, and environmental problems are growing
continuously. Consequently, social entrepreneurship is a remedy for all
societal issues. 164165 Social entrepreneurs provide all required services to
society and perform as the alternate facilitator for society. It is observed that
if a problem is difficult to resolve at the government level, it may be resolved
at the level of social entrepreneurs easily. It is concluded that a social
entrepreneur is an alternative support of a government authority for
society. 166

Recommendations
The social entrepreneurs work as the society developers; therefore, it is
recommended that there must be an access of social entrepreneurs for
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164. Camille Meyer, “The Commons: A Model for Understanding Collective Action and
Entrepreneurship in Communities,” Journal of Business Venturing 35, no. 5
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better development of a society,167 because they work in association with
society people and the residents of the area in closed contact with them, and
people can request for any assistance from them without hesitation.168
Besides that, social entrepreneurs fight for social justice, lessen human
sufferings, enhance communities and lives, work for child welfare, reducing
poverty, assist needy people in finding solutions to difficulties for
individuals, groups, and communities, facing in daily life, take CSR initiatives,
and do efforts for the betterment of society, they also encourage people to
start their businesses. Islamic teachings also emphasize social justice,
compassion, and community welfare, it is recommended to foster and
support Islamic entrepreneurship as a means to address social challenges
and uplift society. Islamic entrepreneurship encompasses the principles of
social justice, ethical business practices, and the betterment of communities.
Finally, it may be said that they work as a source of society growth and serve
as a baseline for future standards.
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ABSTRACT:

There are different sources for the interpretation of the Holy
Qur'an, some of the theme is internal and some external. Ever since the
revelation of the Holy Book, many scholars have devoted their lives to
the interpretation of this book and have also focused on the various
terms and the miracles of the Prophets that are discussed in the Holy

Qur'an. One of them is the commentator Sir Syed Ahmad Khan the
author of Tafsir-e-Qur'an.

Sir Syed began his commentary with an important prologue and
discussed in it many issues of qur'anic sciences & the principle of
Tafsir. The following article focuses on this prologue and brings out the
approach of this luminary in the science of Quranic interpretation.

KEYWORD:
Al-Muqaddimah, Al-Tafsir, Al-Koun, Work of God
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Studying these dialogues is very important for the Da'i in present
times. In the present paper, an attempt will be made to describe these
methods.

KEYWORDS:
Prophet Muhammad ,Makkah, Muslims, Islam, Da’'wah
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ABSTRACT

It is a human habit to be distressed by seeing others in pain and
distress. The effect of this habit is that despite being in a hurry, seeing
someone dying, a person tries his best to save him. In a Da'i, this
yearning is present to the fullest extent, which gives all the attraction
to save other human beings from hell. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
used to be more anxious to save people from the fire of Hell.

It is important to have some qualities in the Da'i that other people
can be impressed by seeing. That's why It has been ordered to adopt
the character of the Prophets and the Great Messengers, peace be upon
them because the character of the Da'i, his qualities and his unique
style have a profound effect on other people. People are more
influenced by his dealings, morals, personality and style than the
knowledge and preaching of the preacher and this influence compels
them to follow the preacher. The more heavenly qualities/attributes
will be found in the Da'i, the more effective his da'wah will be.

Like the previous Prophets, the Prophet (peace be upon him)
adopted different methods for inviting to the religion. According to the
circumstances, he used to adopt every method that would have the
maximum effect on the people. At first, he kept the invitation a secret.
Then, as soon as he (PBUH) received the order to announce the
invitation, he (PBUH) started the series of announcements. In this
regard, sometimes he would gather the people of Makkah on Mount
Safa and call them to Islam, sometimes he would call the people who
had come on Hajj to the religion of Islam and sometimes he would go
out of Makkah and try to save the people of different tribes from the
fire of hell.

In this regard, Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) had
conversations with various people through which he invited non-
Muslims to the religion of Islam. All these dialogues were not of the
same style, but different invitation strategies were used in them.
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