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ABSTRACT

The life of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) serves as an exemplary
model for believers, as emphasized in the Quran. A significant aspect
of his life includes his involvement in battles (Maghazi) during the
Medinan period, where he fought against enemies of Islam, initially in
defensive battles and later in proactive Jihad. These campaigns are a
crucial part of Islamic History, extensively documented by scholars.

Some Western historians, driven by anti-Islamic agendas, have
attempted to distort the true objectives of these battles, portraying
them as mere attempts to spread Islam by force. Richard A. Gabriel, a
retired military officer, contributed to this discourse with his book
"Muhammad: Islam's First Great General," offering interpretations
based on his military experience.

This article critically reviews Gabriel's book, divided into three
sections: Introduction of the writer, Overview of the book, and
Critical analysis. Each section provides insights in a concise manner,
presenting discussions in a narrative, critical, and analytical
approach.

KEY WORDS:

Richard A. Gabriel, Insurgency, Guerrilla Warfare, War to the knife,
Muhammad: Islam's First Great General
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e The Ethnic Factor in the Urban Polity (New York, 1973)

e The New Red Legions: A Survey Data Sourcebook (Westport, Conn., 1980)

e Soviet Military Psychiatry: The Theory and Practice of Coping with Battle
Stress (New York, 1986

e The New Red Legions : An Attitudinal Portrait of the Soviet Soldier
(Westport, Conn., 1980)

e Military Psychiatry : A Comparative Perspective( New York 1986)

2 . “Richard A. Gabriel. Interview 7.21.17,” (2017),
https://archive.org/details/RichardA.Gabriel.Interview7.21.17, Accessed 7 Feb. 2024.

3. Schulz-Elsing, Sharon E. Book Review: Richard A. Gabriel’s Muhammad: Islam’s First
Great General (Campaigns and Commanders), www.curledup.com/islam1st.htm.
Accessed 7 Feb. 2024.

4. “Richard A. Gabriel Interview 7.21.17.
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No More Heroes : Madness and Psychiatry in War( New York 1987)
The Culture of War : Invention and Early Development ( New York ,1990)
Sebastian's Cross ( Lincoln ,Neb ., 2002)
Jesus the Egyptian : The Origins of Christianity and the Psychology of Christ
( Lincoln ,Neb ., 2005)
e Soldiers' Lives through History: The Ancient World ( Westport , Conn.,

2006)°
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"It is of interest that the promulgation of the Surat al.Tawbah

is the only example of Muhammad forcing " conversion by
the sword" 7°
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