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ABSTRACT 
Financial support is the basic need of a society to fulfil its economic 

requirements. But due to the limited resources, it is not possible for the 

governments of poor countries to perform sustainable tasks for the 

betterment of human society. This paper examines the significance of 

social entrepreneurs who establish their businesses to resolve social, 

cultural, or environmental issues while taking higher financial risks. This 

act of social entrepreneurship is the novelty of this study. Moreover, this 

study adds to the body of knowledge by contrasting the Islamic 

perspective of Social Entrepreneurship with contemporary thoughts. 

The science-direct and google-scholars’ databases have been used for 

reviewing the data collection. The study may provide a benchmark to 

assist government policymakers. This paper is also discussing the Islamic 

perspective of social entrepreneurship. 

KEYWORDS:  
Society, Entrepreneurs, Social, Developers, Benchmark, Islamic 

Perspective. 

Introduction 
A strategy used by people, groups, start-up businesses, or entrepreneurs 

to develop, finance, and implement solutions to social, cultural, or 
environmental challenges is known as social entrepreneurship that is 
adopted by various types of organizations in the world. Therefore, an 
entrepreneurship is a business-related term that means a self-started 
business when an entrepreneur takes risks and establishes a new enterprise 
in a particular field and is run in a particular area to facilitate people of 
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society 1,2. Social entrepreneurs start their businesses and their focus on 
social issues, such as, poverty, unemployment, gender inequality, social 
exclusion, and environmental protection 3 In the words of Bill Drayton, 
father of social entrepreneurship, founder, and CEO of Ashoka, ‘society is at a profound turning point’4. A social entrepreneur searches for business 
opportunities to help society5, and tries to find out the solution to solve 
community-based problems6, he or she also takes risk to bring positive 
changes in society7, and its aims to control social as well as the environment 
issues.8 Many micro and small enterprises work as social entrepreneurs, 
such as, microfinance banks serve as social entrepreneurs to fulfil the 
financial needs of society9, they provide banking services to jobless or low-
income individuals 10, 11. There are several attractive factors to motivate 

 

1. Jane Farmer and Sue Kilpatrick, “Are Rural Health Professionals Also Social Entrepreneurs?,” Social Science & Medicine 69, no. 11 (December 1, 2009): 1651–58, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2009.09.003. 

2. Mohammad Sharifi-Tehrani, Siamak Seyfi, and Mustafeed Zaman, “At the Intersection 
of Tourism Social Entrepreneurship and Empathy: Development and Validation of an Empathy Scale,” Journal of Business Research 141 (March 2022): 433–47, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbusres.2021.11.041. 

3. Gokce Meral Canoz, Sedat Ucar, and Tuba Demircioglu, “Investigate the Effect of 
Argumentation-Promoted Interactive Simulation Applications on Students’ 
Argumentation Levels, Academic Achievements, and Entrepreneurship Skills in Science Classes,” Thinking Skills and Creativity 45 (September 2022): 101106, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tsc.2022.101106. 

4. Devin Thorpe, “Father Of Social Entrepreneurship Says ‘Society Is At A Profound Turning Point,’” 2019, http://bit.ly/34G2L03. 
5. Maria-Jose Manjon, Amparo Merino, and Iain Cairns, “Business as Not Usual: A 

Systematic Literature Review of Social Entrepreneurship, Social Innovation, and Energy Poverty to Accelerate the Just Energy Transition,” Energy Research & Social 
Science 90 (August 2022): 102624, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2022.102624. 

6. Paul Langley et al., “Crowdfunding Cities: Social Entrepreneurship, Speculation and Solidarity in Berlin,” Geoforum 115 (October 2020): 11–20, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geoforum.2020.06.014. 

7. Chester K.M. To et al., “Predicting Motivational Outcomes in Social Entrepreneurship: 
Roles of Entrepreneurial Self-Efficacy and Situational Fit,” Journal of Business Research 
121 (December 2020): 209–22, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbusres.2020.08.022. 

8. Thanh Tiep Le, “How Humane Entrepreneurship Fosters Sustainable Supply Chain 
Management for a Circular Economy Moving towards Sustainable Corporate 
Performance,” Journal of Cleaner Production 368 (September 2022): 133178, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2022.133178. 

9. Noha Ghazy, Hebatallah Ghoneim, and Guenter Lang, “Entrepreneurship, Productivity 
and Digitalization: Evidence from the EU,” Technology in Society 70 (August 2022): 
102052, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.techsoc.2022.102052. 

10. Anna Shokhnekh et al., “Genesis of Social Entrepreneurship in the Development of the Transport Sector in the Region,” Transportation Research Procedia 63 (2022): 956–
61, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.trpro.2022.06.094. 

11. José Osvaldo De Sordi et al., “Dark, down, and Destructive Side of Entrepreneurship: Unveiling Negative Aspects of Unsuccessful Entrepreneurial Action,” The 
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people as social entrepreneurs for society12, for examples, as social 
entrepreneurs, people want authority or freedom from bosses, and want to 
be famous in the world 13,14, and by joining social entrepreneurship, people 
can fulfill their desires15,16. It is a fact that population and economic growth 
increase at the same time, and ecological and social issues will also rise 
simultaneously17, and to control these issues, social entrepreneurs help to 
increase the interest in corporate social responsibilities among people in 
society18,19. Social entrepreneurship also plays its role in the healthcare 
sector20, because social workers help humanity 21,22 to resolve 

 

International Journal of Management Education 20, no. 3 (November 2022): 100659, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijme.2022.100659. 

12. Ana C.S. Mendes et al., “A BWM Approach to Determinants of Sustainable 
Entrepreneurship in Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises,” Journal of Cleaner 

Production 371 (October 2022): 133300, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2022.133300. 

13. Vanessa Ratten, “Digital Platforms and Transformational Entrepreneurship during 
the COVID-19 Crisis,” International Journal of Information Management, May 2022, 
102534, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijinfomgt.2022.102534. 

14. Richard S. Aquino, “Community Change through Tourism Social Entrepreneurship,” 
Annals of Tourism Research 95 (July 2022): 103442, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.annals.2022.103442. 

15. Aquino. 
16. María-Teresa Méndez-Picazo, Miguel-Angel Galindo-Martín, and María-Soledad 

Castaño-Martínez, “Effects of Sociocultural and Economic Factors on Social Entrepreneurship and Sustainable Development,” Journal of Innovation & Knowledge 
6, no. 2 (April 2021): 69–77, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jik.2020.06.001. 

17. Le, “How Humane Entrepreneurship Fosters Sustainable Supply Chain Management 
for a Circular Economy Moving towards Sustainable Corporate Performance.” 

18. Shuang Ren and Susan E. Jackson, “HRM Institutional Entrepreneurship for Sustainable Business Organizations,” Human Resource Management Review 30, no. 3 
(September 2020): 100691, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.hrmr.2019.100691. 

19. Ricardo Grilo and António Carrizo Moreira, “The Social as the Heart of Social 
Innovation and Social Entrepreneurship: An Emerging Area or an Old Crossroads?,” 
International Journal of Innovation Studies 6, no. 2 (June 2022): 53–66, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijis.2022.03.001. 

20 Shazmin Khalid, Shrijna Dixon, and Lavanya Vijayasingham, “The Gender 
Responsiveness of Social Entrepreneurship in Health – A Review of Initiatives by 
Ashoka Fellows,” Social Science & Medicine 293 (January 2022): 114665, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2021.114665. 

21. Engin Deniz Eris, Ige Pirnar, and Duygu Celebi, “Experimental Social 
Entrepreneurship Model in Gastronomy: The Case of Ebru Baybara Demir as a Social 
Gastronomy Entrepreneur,” International Journal of Gastronomy and Food Science 27 
(March 2022): 100474, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijgfs.2022.100474. 

22. Jae-Yun Ho and Semee Yoon, “Ambiguous Roles of Intermediaries in Social 
Entrepreneurship: The Case of Social Innovation System in South Korea,” 
Technological Forecasting and Social Change 175 (February 2022): 121324, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.techfore.2021.121324. 
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environmental issues to achieve sustainable development in society 23,24. 
Social entrepreneurship is a source of new job creation for the development 
of an economy25, and it is also a source of addition of several values for 
society, such as a measure of social responsibility,26 and it pursues to identify 
innovative business for society's improvement,27, 28 and it always remain 
busy in resolving social problems.29 Social entrepreneurs work for the 
betterment of society,30 emphasize for sustainable development of 
society.31,32,33 The participation of women social entrepreneurs acts as the 
backbone of society,34 and it is the source of innovation and integration to 

 

23. Méndez-Picazo, Galindo-Martín, and Castaño-Martínez, “Effects of Sociocultural and Economic Factors on Social Entrepreneurship and Sustainable Development.” 
24. Pedro Mendonça Silva, Victor Ferreira Moutinho, and António Carrizo Moreira, “Do 

Social and Economic Factors Affect the Technical Efficiency in Entrepreneurship 
Activities? Evidence from European Countries Using a Two-Stage DEA Model,” Socio-

Economic Planning Sciences 82 (August 2022): 101314, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.seps.2022.101314. 

25. Bin Ji et al., “Can Subsurface Flow Constructed Wetlands Be Applied in Cold Climate Regions? A Review of the Current Knowledge,” Ecological Engineering 157 (October 
2020): 105992, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecoleng.2020.105992. 

26. Steven Si et al., “Technology, Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Social Change in Digital Economics,” Technovation 119 (January 2023): 102484, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.technovation.2022.102484. 

27. Aquino, “Community Change through Tourism Social Entrepreneurship.” 
28. Isabell Tenner and Jacob Hörisch, “Crowdfunding Sustainable Entrepreneurship: What Are the Characteristics of Crowdfunding Investors?,” Journal of Cleaner 

Production 290 (March 2021): 125667, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2020.125667. 

29. Ioannis Kostakis and Konstantinos P. Tsagarakis, “The Role of Entrepreneurship, 
Innovation and Socioeconomic Development on Circularity Rate: Empirical Evidence from Selected European Countries,” Journal of Cleaner Production 348 (May 2022): 
131267, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2022.131267. 

30. Jinjiang He et al., “Opportunity-Based Entrepreneurship and Environmental Quality of 
Sustainable Development: A Resource and Institutional Perspective,” Journal of 

Cleaner Production 256 (May 2020): 120390, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2020.120390. 

31. Mohd Irfan, Sarvendra Yadav, and Krishnendu Shaw, “The Adoption of Solar 
Photovoltaic Technology among Indian Households: Examining the Influence of Entrepreneurship,” Technological Forecasting and Social Change 169 (August 2021): 
120815, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.techfore.2021.120815. 

32. R. Cervelló-Royo et al., “Sustainable Development, Economic and Financial Factors, 
That Influence the Opportunity-Driven Entrepreneurship. An FsQCA Approach,” 
Journal of Business Research 115 (July 2020): 393–402, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbusres.2019.10.031. 

33. Josefina Fernández-Guadaño and Sonia Martín-López, “Gender Differences in Social Entrepreneurship: Evidence from Spain,” Women’s Studies International Forum 96 
(January 2023): 102663, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wsif.2022.102663. 

34. Jeffrey Muldoon et al., “Paved with Good Intentions: Moral Disengagement and Social 
Entrepreneurship,” Journal of Innovation & Knowledge 7, no. 4 (October 2022): 
100237, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jik.2022.100237. 
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improve the quality of life.35,36 Lastly, it is true that social entrepreneurs 
remain highly motivated to resolve social issues.37,38 

Method of Data Collection 
For this review paper, the science direct and google scholar databases 

have been used for data collection process. The data collected from 154 
research and review papers and sites were used as literature review in 
preparation of this review paper to highlight the originality of this study. The 
support of social entrepreneurs for society has been extracted from the 
literature review for the study.  

Social Entrepreneurs and Society 
In under developing and developing countries, the social 

entrepreneurship is still in its early stages of development because their 
political and legal systems do not sufficiently support it. When a social 
entrepreneur lacks trust in long-term investment chances, the political 
climate is unstable, the legal climate is affected by confusing analytical and 
ethical law, and the social differences are developed.39 The "Father of Social 
Entrepreneurship Education," Gregory Dees, says social entrepreneurs work 
as change agents by: (a) taking on a purpose to establish and promote social 
ideals (b) identifying and tenaciously seeking new chances to advance that 
goal (c) contributing in an ongoing process of invention, adaptation, and 
learning.40 Social entrepreneurship is one of the rapidly growing fields in the 
world. It is a fundamental type of business that supports both society as well 
as the economy of a country. In many countries, the social entrepreneurship 
does efforts for market innovation, enhancing social investment or trade, 

 

35. Wentao Gu and Xiaoyan Zheng, “An Empirical Study on the Impact of Sustainable 
Entrepreneurship: Based on the Environmental Kuznets Model,” Journal of Business 

Research 123 (February 2021): 613–24, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbusres.2020.10.011. 

36. Victor A. Chavez et al., “The Importance of the Technologically Able Social Innovators 
and Entrepreneurs: A US National Laboratory Perspective,” Technological Forecasting 

and Social Change 121 (August 2017): 205–15, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.techfore.2016.09.002. 

37. Daniel Palacios-Marqués et al., “Social Entrepreneurship and Organizational 
Performance: A Study of the Mediating Role of Distinctive Competencies in Marketing,” Journal of Business Research 101 (August 2019): 426–32, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbusres.2019.02.004. 

38. Nazha Gali et al., “Social Entrepreneurship Orientation and Company Success: The Mediating Role of Social Performance,” Technological Forecasting and Social Change 
160 (November 2020): 120230, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.techfore.2020.120230. 

39. Zahid Hussain, “The Role of Social Entrepreneurship in Pakistan: A Preliminary Analysis,” Journal of Entrepreneurship Education 25, no. S4 (2022): 1–9. 
40. Admin, “Emerging Trends in Social Entrepreneurship Development,” Indiana School 

of Development Management, 2022, https://www.isdm.org.in/blog/emerging-
trends-social-entrepreneurship-development. 
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creating job opportunities, and alleviating poverty.41 Different social 
entrepreneurs are working for society, such as, following is the detail of 
famous social entrepreneurs who did the prominent social works for world 
humanity:  

Table 1: Notable historical social entrepreneurs 

Sr. 

No. 

Social 

Entrepreneur 

Country Focus Area Referen

ce 

1 Qais Al Khonji Oman Genesis projects and investment 42,43,44 
2 Vinoba Bhave India Redistributed more than 

7,000,000 acres of land to landless 
people. 

3 David Ross 
Brower 

United States Environmentalist and 
conservationist, for environmental 
issues.  

4 Akhtar Hameed 
Khan 

Pakistan Grassroots movement for rural 
communities and low-cost 
sanitation programmes.  

5 Maria 
Montessori 

Italy Developed the Montessori 
approach to early childhood 
education. 

6 Friedrich 
Wilhelm 
Raiffeisen 

Germany Introduced microfinance system 
in European banks.  

7 Ibrahim 
Abouleish 

Egypt Introduced cultural renewal 
planning on sustainable basis. 

8 Fazle Hasan 
Abed 

Bangladesh Worked on poverty reduction, and 
other social issues 

9 Vera Cordeiro Brazil Focused on health and other 
issues 

Based on the regular activities of social entrepreneurs, it is expected that 
social entrepreneurs in the capacity of micro enterprises take care for a 
society needs, such as, they work for self-employment by starting new 
businesses, scale up the existing businesses by increasing their size, new jobs 
are created by developing new social entrepreneurship, provide technical 

 

41. Mubeen Asif et al., “The Role of Social Entrepreneurship in Pakistan and Its Impact on Economy,” International Journal of Business, Economics and Management 5, no. 5 
(2018): 117–27, https://doi.org/10.18488/journal.62.2018.55.117.127. 

42. “Notable Modern Social Entrepreneurs,” wikipedia, 2023, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talk:List_of_social_entrepreneurs. 

43. Andrea S. Gubik and Zsófia Vörös, “Why Narcissists May Be Successful Entrepreneurs: The Role of Entrepreneurial Social Identity and Overwork,” Journal of Business 

Venturing Insights 19 (June 2023): e00364, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbvi.2022.e00364. 

44. Philip T. Roundy and Thomas S. Lyons, “Humility in Social Entrepreneurs and Its Implications for Social Impact Entrepreneurial Ecosystems,” Journal of Business 

Venturing Insights 17 (June 2022): e00296, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbvi.2021.e00296. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
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skills to people of society by establishing training and skills development 
institutes, establish the micro finance institutions on voluntary basis, and 
also arrange philanthropists to meet the financial needs, perceive social 
problems, organize resources for fighting against social problems, create 
social awareness among people, 45and equip the community with education, 
knowledge, and earning skills for livelihoods.46 Hence, social entrepreneurs 
are society developers, society assistance providers, problem solvers, and 
alternate facilitators for a society who assist to the existing government in 
providing the required assistance to the people of a society or community in 
society development and sustainability. For example, social entrepreneurs 
can provide micro finance as micro finance banks, many socially aware 
businesses concentrate on resolving social issues and frequently give back 
to their communities or assist those in need, such as Ashoka, a social 
entrepreneurship, and TOMS Shoes provides shoes to needy persons in 
society, etc.  

Areas of Key Performance  
Social entrepreneurs show their key performance in the field of the 

sustainable development and environmental issues and their solutions 
because these issues need to resolve at government level and when a 
government needs the assistance of social entrepreneurs in resolving of 
these social issues, the private sector work as social entrepreneurs in 
various fields of life: 

a. Sustainable Development 

An organizing principle known as sustainable development attempts to 
achieve human development objectives while allowing natural systems to 
support human needs for essential natural resources and ecosystem 
services.47 There are two famous examples of sustainable development: 
Solar energy and crop rotation. Solar energy is used to reduce pollution in 
the environment, and crop rotation process is used for increasing crops 
production. Alternate crops are harvested on the same soil to increase and 
improve the soil fertility, such as, in the fields of wheat, if crops of pulses are 

 

45. Widya Paramita et al., “Let Ethics Lead Your Way: The Role of Moral Identity and 
Moral Intensity in Promoting Social Entrepreneurial Intention,” Journal of Business 

Venturing Insights 17 (June 2022): e00299, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbvi.2021.e00299. 

46. Changhyeon Song, Kyung Min Park, and Yeonbae Kim, “Socio-Cultural Factors 
Explaining Technology-Based Entrepreneurial Activity: Direct and Indirect Role of Social Security,” Technology in Society 61 (May 2020): 101246, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.techsoc.2020.101246. 

47. Ana Cristina O. Siqueira et al., “Creating Economic, Social, and Environmental Change 
through Entrepreneurship: An Entrepreneurial Autonomy Perspective Informed by Paulo Freire,” Journal of Business Venturing Insights 19 (June 2023): e00386, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbvi.2023.e00386. 
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grown, the fertility of soil will increase.48 Therefore, these efforts are made 
for sustainable development in the country and social entrepreneurs can 
easily understand the real problems of society, and their role may provide 
sustainable development for society. For example, Harish Hande is a social 
entrepreneur in India, and he is the CEO and Founder of Selco, a company 
that provides sustainable energy to rural areas of the country.49 

i. Off-Grid Energy  

A collection of off-grid systems and technologies are debated, including 
solar, wind, hydro, generator sets, biomass systems, battery storage and 
converter in respect of under developing and developing countries have the 
similar energy issues.50 Participation of micro enterprises to resolve the 
energy issues of societies is a very sacred task for the development of a 
society,51 and this is the cheapest green energy system that is used by under 
developing and developed countries, because it is the cheapest power 
generation system that is used in the world and social entrepreneurs 
facilitate society by providing this system. This type of development is 
beneficial for the rural area’s development all over the world.  

ii. Affordable Housing  

According to52, during Covid-19 pandemic millions of urban residents 
have increased ecological awareness, changed nutritional practices, and the 
social entrepreneurs provided many solutions. Social entrepreneurs are the 
best solution providers to society, because with increase in the world 
population and technological growth and development the society issues are 
also increasing in parallel and until and unless a proper system is not 
established the societal issues may not be resolved,53 that is why the social 

 

48. BYJU’S, “What Is Sustainable Development with Examples?,” 2021, 
https://byjus.com/commerce/meaning-and-features-of-sustainable-development/. 

49. Shoshanna Delventhal, “The 10 Most Successful Social Entrepreneurs.,” Investopedia, 
2022, https://www.investopedia.com/articles/investing/092515/10-most-
successful-social-entrepreneurs.asp. 

50. Aleid C. Groenewoudt and Henny A. Romijn, “Limits of the Corporate-Led Market 
Approach to off-Grid Energy Access: A Review,” Environmental Innovation and 

Societal Transitions 42 (March 2022): 27–43, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.eist.2021.10.027. 

51. Georg Heinemann, “Innovating in the Off-Grid Sector: Sustainable Supply Chains and Business Models for Solar Home System Provision in Bangladesh and Kenya,” Energy 

Research & Social Science 94 (December 2022): 102853, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2022.102853. 

52. Gervaise Debucquet et al., “Bringing Nature into Private Urban Housing: Environmental, Social and Food Connections for Urban Resilience,” Cities 131 
(December 2022): 104007, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2022.104007. 

53. Thijs H.J. Geradts and Elisa Alt, “Social Entrepreneurial Action in Established 
Organizations: Developing the Concept of Social Intrapreneurship,” Journal of 

Business Research 151 (November 2022): 197–206, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbusres.2022.06.047. 
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entrepreneurs are the best solution providers for all the under developing 
and developing countries in the globe. For example, social entrepreneurship 
to revive the economy of the society in which they reside and conduct 
business by generating employment, generating revenue, and developing a 
wide network of business partners, including suppliers, shipping firms, 
lenders, and utility companies. 

iii. Startup Finance  

Startup financing means the process of funding a company with loans or 
stock. Because equity financing provides funding in exchange for a portion 
of ownership, like money from an investment company, it does not need 
a repayment. Investors take on payment risk because they are confident in 
the company's future growth and the potential value of their shares relative 
to their initial investment.54 The discovery, production, and development of 
opportunities for (future) goods and services that simultaneously protect 
the natural and social environment and generate financial and non-financial 
gain for others is known as an enterprise for sustainable development.55 
Micro finance banks provide such loans to social entrepreneurs which they 
need to invest for the sake of resolving the issues of sustainability of 
environment and development in field of electricity or introducing the solar 
system in the area, introducing the housing schemes, and establishing new 
businesses for resolving the job issues of society.  

Environmental Issues 
Environmental solutions are the tactics and measures taken to make the 

healthier environment in society. According to 56, in those countries where 
the major population consists of the youngest people, and their people are 
crazy to do something better for their peoples, they perform such duties as 
social entrepreneurs happily.57 The social entrepreneurs are the suitable 
persons who provide the best solutions for maintaining the sustainable 
environment, it is necessary to provide clean water to society, have zero 
emissions, keep zero noise pollution, and make an air pollution free zone to 
society. Social entrepreneurs can provide the best solutions for these issues, 
such as for clean water and sanitation, they advise to avoid wasting water to 

 

54. Frank J. van Rijnsoever, “Intermediaries for the Greater Good: How Entrepreneurial 
Support Organizations Can Embed Constrained Sustainable Development Startups in Entrepreneurial Ecosystems,” Research Policy 51, no. 2 (March 2022): 104438, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.respol.2021.104438. 

55. Christopher Blattman, Stefan Dercon, and Simon Franklin, “Impacts of Industrial and 
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stop global warming, for climate action they advise for life below water to 
avoid the use of plastic bags to keep the oceans clean, and for life on land, 
they advise for planting trees to help protect the environment. These are the 
major solutions that may be provided by the social entrepreneurial sector in 
a country. These are the crucial actions that are considered all over the world 
to make a sustainable environment. 

i. Clean Water  

Cleans water means such water that is not harmful for health when it is 
used for any domestic purpose whether it is for indoor use or for outdoor 
use, such as, drinking, food preparation, bathing, brushing teeth, washing 
dishes, washing clothes, cleaning the home, watering crops, and 
swimming.58,59 A social entrepreneurship named as Pharmagen Water 
established in 2007, that has worked to bring affordable, safe, and purified 
drinking water to underprivileged areas of Lahore, Pakistan's second-largest 
metropolis.60 It is funded by Acumen, an organization that supports business 
owners and raises venture money that is used to address the root causes of 
poverty. To address the growing demand for clean water around the world, 
significant advancements in water-purification technologies are required.61 
Improvements are especially important for the technology's energy 
efficiency because desalination needs a lot of energy inputs, which 
significantly raises costs and ties energy use and water purification 
together.62 There are a lot of diseases that are only due to the use of 
contaminated water, such as cholera, diarrhea, vomiting, and other digestive 
system diseases. If clean water is used such diseases can easily be controlled 
and people may be safe from them. In rural areas, the facility of clean water 
is not available everywhere, somewhere clean water facilities are available 
at government level, and somewhere these facilities are provided by the 
social entrepreneurs to facilitate society by establishing healthcare 
dispensaries for society. 
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Figure 1: Process & Methods of Purification of Drinking Water 

According to 63, there are fourteen methods of drinking water 
purification, among these, five are mentioned here: Pure Pani Portable 
Filters, EOS International, Proyecto Agua Segura, Sanivation, and Bhumijo. 

1. Pure Pani Portable Filters: This method is used in an Indian-based social 

enterprise to make clean drinking water for all. 

2. EOS International: It is situated in Centre America, a is a social enterprise 

providing safe drinking water for the whole region.  

3.  Proyecto Agua Segura: It is a social enterprise from Argentina, it gets 

safe drinking water for everyone, every day. 

4. Sanivation: It is a Kenya-based social enterprise that delivers clean, safe, 

and efficient sanitation services to urbanizing communities in low-income 

countries. 

5. Bhumijo: It is a social enterprise that ensures access to hygienic public 

sanitation for all in Bangladesh. 

ii. Zero Emissions 

Reaching to the level of zero emissions means that none of the 
greenhouse gases, such as, carbon dioxide (CO2), methane gas, and nitrous 
oxide or other greenhouse gases are releasing into the atmosphere.64 The 
United Nations University (UNU) headquarters in Tokyo established a 
research and action-based Programme known as the Zero Emissions 
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approach in 1994, and it is currently actively sponsored by several 
organizations.65,66,67 By 2050, many nations aim to have net-zero carbon 
dioxide emissions. To accomplish this aim in all areas, including the 
transportation sector, electrification is a critical step. When considering 
complete energy systems, there are a number of emission reduction 
solutions in the road transport industry for attaining net-zero emissions.68 
Reducing emissions can raise business competitiveness and continue the 
industry's inescapable drive for greater efficiency.69 Environmental damage 
has resulted from industrial activities that pollute the soil, atmosphere, and 
water. Therefore, reducing pollution is crucial to upholding environmental 
norms in the long run. The goal of this paper is to examine what kinds of 
economic conditions should be met if an economy adopts a rule requiring 
that pollution be cleaned up when it is produced, and whether the continued 
growth of gross domestic product (GDP) and consumption when the 
economy experiences cyclical fluctuations is compatible with the zero net 
emission of pollution flow.70 According to 71 eight countries have been 
included in the list of net zero emissions by the end of 2022, they are Bhutan, 
Comoros, Gabon, Guyana, Madagascar, Niue, Panama, and Suriname. If other 
countries work accordingly, they can easily achieve the deadline of 2050 for 
sustainable development goals set by UNO.  

Services of Social Entrepreneurs  
The efforts for resolving the environmental issues may also be resolved 

by social entrepreneurs by educating people to achieve zero emissions. 
Social innovators are driving the development of climate change and 
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greenhouse gas emission reduction strategies. More than 192 million tons of 
CO2 have been reduced because of the work of the Schwab Foundation for 
Social Entrepreneurship.  

 

Figure 2: Social Entrepreneurs work for Zero Emission 

Similarly, social enterprises have been effectively used in nations 
including the United States, Germany, Sweden, India, and Thailand to 
address climate change .72 

i. Noise Pollution  

Unwanted or excessive sound that may be harmful to wildlife, the 
environment, and human health. Many industrial facilities and other 
workplaces regularly produce noise pollution, but it is also produced by 
train, airline, and road traffic, as well as by outdoor construction projects.73 
Urbanization is on the rise, which has changed people's preferences for noise 
and air pollution as well as the expansion of conventional urban externalities 
into suburban and rural areas.74 Due to the growing urbanization, 
construction noise has turned into a severe cause of environmental 
pollution. Studies on the noise pollution caused by buildings, however, are 
scarce nationwide. Emerging social media, meanwhile, allows for the 
dissemination of information in real time and can serve as a society-
monitoring sensor.75 It has been demonstrated that exposure to noise and 
air pollution both have an impact on cognitive impairment.76 It offers a 
thoughtful introduction to the major arguments and problems surrounding 
environmental noise pollution, ranging from concerns about the historical 
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impact of urban noise pollution to current difficulties facing policymakers in 
an increasingly urbanized world.77,78,79 

Effects of Noise Pollution  

Noise can physically harm the eardrum and the delicate inner ear hair 
cells over time and at specific exposure levels, which is known as noise-
induced hearing loss. This hearing loss may be temporary or permanent. 
SPLs below 80 dBA do not often cause hearing loss (eight-hour exposure 
levels are best kept at 85 dBA), but most people who are regularly exposed 
to noise levels above 105 dBA will experience some degree of irreversible 
hearing loss.80 In addition to causing hearing loss, prolonged exposure to 
loud noises can increase heart rate and blood pressure, lead to agitation, 
anxiety, and mental weariness, as well as disrupt sleep, leisure activities, and 
interpersonal interactions. Today, noise pollution is one type of pollution 
that is very dangerous. This pollution just gets worse and makes the 
environment dangerous.81 When noise levels exceed the standard, this is 
known as noise pollution. When noise levels exceed safe levels, it becomes 
harmful to living things. Additionally, these disagreeable noises disrupt 
several activities and unbalance the surroundings.82 Nose pollution is a 
cause of disturbance, and it creates many problems in society. For example, 
students of any level may disturb, and they may not do their study 
preparations easily, patients may be disturbed, small children and pregnant 
ladies may disturb, and those people who remain busy to research work may 
be disturbed due to noise pollution. Social entrepreneurs can help in 
minimizing noise pollution by addressing and advising people through 
conducting workshops and seminars on the topics. 
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Figure 3: Effects of Noise Pollution 

Children who reside in noisy environments may experience stress as 
well as other issues like memory and attention span deficiencies. Controlling 
noise pollution is crucial in both the workplace and the community.83 No one 
can do his or her work with full concentration in the noisy environment 
because it may affect the expected results of any efforts which are made by 
the society people. 

ii. Air pollution 

Air pollution means any substance that alters the natural properties of 
the atmosphere, whether it be chemical, physical, or biological, is considered 
an air pollutant. Air pollution can occur indoors or outdoors. Common 
causes of air pollution include motor vehicles, industrial operations, 
household combustion appliances, and forest fires.84 Some physical 
activities of people may also create the air pollution that can be controlled 
by the social entrepreneurs at local level, and it may be an assistance to 
government from society, for example, people burn woods, garbage, and 
other waste products in open air, it may be stopped by the involvement of 
social entrepreneurs by educating the society people in a civilized way. 

Dangers of Air Pollution 

According to 85, a well-known threat to environmental health is air 
pollution, and over 6.5 million people die from air pollution-related causes 
worldwide each year. Hazardous elements from both man-made and natural 
sources are combined to form air pollution. The main causes of man-includes 
pollution include vehicle emissions, fuel oils and natural gas used to heat 
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homes, waste products from manufacturing and power generation, mainly 
from coal-fired power plants, and odours from chemical manufacturing.86 
Air pollutions affects most of the patients belonging to Asthma and patients 
involved in lung related diseases such as Tuberculosis of TB or other patients 
who have allergic cough or those people who whenever expose to open air 
they have respiratory problems.  

 

Figure 4: Reasons for Air Pollution 

Hazardous compounds are released into the atmosphere by nature, 
including gases like methane produced by the breakdown of organic matter 
in soils, ash and gases from volcanic eruptions, and smoke from wildfires, 
which are frequently started by humans. Air pollution is a mix of hazardous 
substances from both human-made and natural sources. When air pollution 
is not controlled timely and properly, it affects the surroundings and climate 
may badly be affected by it that may cause for a permanent climate change. 

Air Pollution and Climate Change  

With complicated interactions in the atmosphere, air pollution and 
climate change influence one another. Because both issues are generally 
caused by the same causes, such as emissions from burning fossil fuels, air 
pollution and climate change are closely related.87 Both pose dangers to the 
environment and to the health of people everywhere. Research shows that 
due to air pollution, cancer, cardiovascular disease, and respiratory disease 
spread speedily and those who affect with air pollution are old age people, 
children, women, and rural dwellers.88  

Based on the importance of society developers or social entrepreneurs 
associated under a social entrepreneurship theory may have these research 
objectives:  
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(i) The social entrepreneurs work as social workers. 
(ii) The social entrepreneurs work as service providers. 
(iii) The social entrepreneurs work as the alternate facilitators.  

These objectives will be achieved to answer the following research 
questions: 

(i) How do social workers work for society? 
(ii) How does a society get services from a social entrepreneur? 
(iii) How do social workers act as alternate facilitators? 

To meet the objectives of this research, the research questions, and the 
relevant theory of social entrepreneurship provides the best justification 
and association in the next section. This j. social culture includes societal 
values, customs, restrictions, religious beliefs, and other cultural activities, 
the business norms.89 A developing area of economic activity and scholarly 
study is social entrepreneurship. Our economic system now includes social 
entrepreneurs and the socially conscious businesses they start as significant 
players who allocate resources to worthwhile endeavours and add value to 
society.90 Social entrepreneurship theory applies to analyze and identify 
three types of social entrepreneurs,91 those who participate as society 
developers, those workers who are capable for development, and the third 
one are political entrepreneurs who promote urban development.92,93 Social 
entrepreneurs have good relationship with government officials, and they 
assist in quick decision-making 94,95,96 and the social entrepreneurship 
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education is considered very important for society. 97,98,99 These enterprises 
have the capability to create ease for society,100,101 and they create social 
groups and networks to produce social effects on society,102,103,104 and they 
become very famous in the area for their works in the field of basic health, 
social benefits, and community empowerment.105 Most of the rural 
community tasks are handled by social entrepreneurs, 106,107 they also create 
values in society and their focus is always on resolving societal 
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issues.108,109,110 Social entrepreneurs create economic and social values for 
society,111,112,113 and they resolve social problems in innovative and 
entrepreneurial ways.114,115,116,117 Social entrepreneurs work for education 
and training development,118, 119, 120, because basic knowledge and training 
are importance for a newly established business. A Social entrepreneur can 
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easily handle the challenges for society.121,122 and it works for moral 
principles to combat gender inequity and bring about social 
transformation.123,124,125 Social Entrepreneurial struggles from lower social 
class groups to higher social class groups, 126,127 and overall very less 
research is available at for improvement of society developers, that is why 
this sector needs more focus and attention.128,129,130 Women working as 
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social entrepreneurs have good record in this field,131,132,133 because they 
always work with the men in every field of life.134,135,136 Research of 
industrialized nations has demonstrated the key factors include prior 
experience, moral obligation, self-efficacy, and perceived social 
support.137,138,139 There is a prominent status for successful social 
entrepreneurs, 140,141,142 but when institutions are weak, social 
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entrepreneurship affects national well-being.143,144,145 It is said that social 
entrepreneurship is an instrument for solving social and environmental 
issues,146,147,148 as entrepreneurial efforts have a positive effect without the 
involvement of communities.149,150,151 Non-profit organizations and 
academics have more interest in social entrepreneurship to resolve social 
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issues,152,153,154 because these organizations make financial resources 
beneficial for the community.155 The underprivileged societies may benefit 
from social entrepreneurs in changing their lives. 156,157,158 

Understanding Social Entrepreneurship for a better society 

from an Islamic Perspective 
Islam emphasizes social justice, compassion, and the well-being of the 

community as important aspects of a believer's life.159 Social 
entrepreneurship, which combines business acumen with a focus on 
addressing social issues, can be seen as a manifestation of these Islamic 
principles. Here are some ways in which social entrepreneurship is 
supported from an Islamic perspective: 

1. Economic Justice: Islam encourages economic justice and discourages 
exploitation. Social entrepreneurs often aim to create sustainable 
businesses that address societal needs while ensuring fair treatment 
of workers and customers. This aligns with Islamic teachings on fair 
trade, ethical business practices, and avoiding exploitation. 

2. Poverty Alleviation: One of the primary goals of social 
entrepreneurship is poverty alleviation. Islam places great emphasis 
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on helping the poor and needy through charitable acts (Zakat) and 
voluntary giving (Sadaqah).160 Supporting social entrepreneurs who 
work towards poverty reduction is a way to fulfill these obligations 
and contribute to a more equitable society. 

3. Social Impact: Islamic teachings emphasize the importance of 
positively impacting society. Social entrepreneurs focus on creating 
innovative solutions to address pressing social issues such as 
education, healthcare, clean energy, and environmental sustainability. 
By supporting social entrepreneurs, Muslims can contribute to 
building a better society and fulfilling their social responsibilities. 

4. Empowerment and Justice: Islam encourages the empowerment of 
marginalized individuals and communities. Social entrepreneurs often 
work towards empowering marginalized groups by providing them 
with opportunities for education, skills development, employment, 
and entrepreneurship. This aligns with Islamic teachings on justice, 
equality, and empowering those in need. 

5. Sustainability and Environmental Stewardship: Social entrepreneurs 
often incorporate sustainable practices and environmental 
stewardship into their business models. Islam emphasizes the concept 
of stewardship (Khalifa) and the responsibility of humans to protect 
and preserve the environment.161 Supporting social entrepreneurs 
who prioritize sustainability aligns with Islamic teachings on 
environmental conservation. 

6. Ethical Practices: Islam promotes ethical business practices and 
discourages engaging in activities that are harmful to individuals or 
society. Social entrepreneurs are often committed to ethical business 
practices, transparency, and accountability. Supporting socially 
responsible businesses promotes these Islamic values and encourages 
ethical behavior in the marketplace. 

7. Collaboration and Community Building: Social entrepreneurship often 
involves collaboration and community engagement. Islam encourages 
Muslims to work together, support one another, and collaborate for 
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the betterment of society 162. By supporting social entrepreneurs, 
Muslims can actively participate in community-building initiatives and 
foster a sense of unity and cooperation. 

In summary, supporting social entrepreneurs for a better society is 
highly compatible with Islamic values and principles. It aligns with the 
Islamic teachings on economic justice, poverty alleviation, social impact, 
empowerment, sustainability, ethical practices, and community building. 
Muslims are encouraged to engage in initiatives that contribute positively to 
society and work towards creating a more just and compassionate world. 

Discussion 
The study emphasizes the significance of social entrepreneurs who work 

as society developers and alternate facilitators. Due to their active 
performance for society, the need for social entrepreneurship is very 
essential. Those necessary tasks that a difficult for the government of an 
under developing or a developing country they may easily be achieved with 
the efforts of social entrepreneurs. They fill the gap of society services 
through their excellent performance. The theory of social entrepreneurship 
supports social entrepreneurs due to their sincerity to society. The literature 
review indicated that social entrepreneurs are the best society developers 
because they work for society development and its sustainability, they also 
reduce environmental issues, and struggle for society modernization and 
improvement. As compared to the sacred work in a society, the research 
work for this important area is very little in under developing and 
developing countries, therefore, more attention and focus is required to 
highlight the noble work of social entrepreneurs. Social entrepreneurs not 
only work for society to resolve its issues but also motivate and assist the 
residents for joining the social entrepreneurship. Social entrepreneurs or 
society developers always help society in difficult situations, such as, in 
earthquakes, floods, and in any disaster management in a country. The study 
provides guidelines for policymakers, researchers, students, and academia 
for sustainability and social development in a society. Social entrepreneurs 
help society in minimizing its problems by either establishing the relevant 
businesses or to educate the society people by highlighting the importance 
of the problem free society and motivating the people by providing them 
proper information and guidance for preventing people from harmful effects 
of social and environmental issues and the methods by applying them a 
sustainable environment may be achieved.  

Conclusion 
This paper is based on the review of the already published materials and 
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discussion that is available with science direct database and on google 
scholar. The paper covers the support of social entrepreneurs for a better 
society, and it is further emphasized on the review of sustainable 
environmental development. There is a comprehensive discussion on 
sustainable development and environmental issues, then a theoretical 
association of social entrepreneurship has been established and reviewed. It 
is further concluded about the activities and working of social entrepreneurs 
who perform as social developers of society. It is also concluded from the 
literature that the need for social workers in society is increasing day by day 
due to their sincerity and patience for society, because they always focus on 
the financial needs of society and try to meet it thought their own resources. 
Their performance in the society is like that of counselors and facilitators 
because they remain in a closed circuit within the people in society, and can 
easily understand their problems, and they also provide legal assistance to 
people in society if it is required.163 Social entrepreneurship is an acceptable 
source of inspiration for the government, business sector, NGOs, 
universities, and young people in underdeveloped and developing countries 
where social, economic, and environmental problems are growing 
continuously. Consequently, social entrepreneurship is a remedy for all 
societal issues. 164,165 Social entrepreneurs provide all required services to 
society and perform as the alternate facilitator for society. It is observed that 
if a problem is difficult to resolve at the government level, it may be resolved 
at the level of social entrepreneurs easily. It is concluded that a social 
entrepreneur is an alternative support of a government authority for  
society. 166  

Recommendations  
The social entrepreneurs work as the society developers; therefore, it is 

recommended that there must be an access of social entrepreneurs for 
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better development of a society,167 because they work in association with 
society people and the residents of the area in closed contact with them, and 
people can request for any assistance from them without hesitation.168 
Besides that, social entrepreneurs fight for social justice, lessen human 
sufferings, enhance communities and lives, work for child welfare, reducing 
poverty, assist needy people in finding solutions to difficulties for 
individuals, groups, and communities, facing in daily life, take CSR initiatives, 
and do efforts for the betterment of society, they also encourage people to 
start their businesses. Islamic teachings also emphasize social justice, 
compassion, and community welfare, it is recommended to foster and 
support Islamic entrepreneurship as a means to address social challenges 
and uplift society. Islamic entrepreneurship encompasses the principles of 
social justice, ethical business practices, and the betterment of communities. 
Finally, it may be said that they work as a source of society growth and serve 
as a baseline for future standards. 
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