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ABSTRACT

Muhammad bin Umar Al-Wagqidi is known for his famous book
“Al-Maghazi” which is comprised of a collection of narratives
related to the period of Madina. Al-Waqidi is considered to be one
of the best early Muslim historians due to his unique style of
presentation and critique of narrative considering the internal and
external circumstantial pieces of evidence to determine the historic
fact. His book (Al-Maghazi) has been massively highlighted and
appreciated in this regard.

Al-Wagqidi’s contribution to Makka'’s period has not much been
highlighted and discussed despite having a huge number of
narratives and some basic information related to this period. In fact,
Al-Waqidi has been a big source of Ibn e Saad in Al-Tabaqat
generally and in Makka’s period particularly.

In this article, I have tried to highlight this aspect from different
angles. I have discussed the sources of Al-Wagqidi, his method of
critique, his distinct features for the narration of this era, and how
he differs from other historians in the content related to this era of
history.
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“The definite dating of the event in Rabi ul awwal stems from ibn e hisham
himself and not from 1bn e ishaq. This is not the first occasion on which we have
seen 1ibn e hisham interpolate a precise date with in the body of ibn ¢ ishaq’s
Sira, where the latter lacks chronological precision. This is, I believe a reflection
of the emphasis on chronology which had characterized the later development
of the sira-maghazi literature in its Madina phase and is exemplified in Al-
Wagqidi’s kitab ul maghazi”.
Jones, J.M.B, “The Chronology of the Maghazi (A Textual Survey)”, Bulletin
of the School of Oriental and African Studies, June- issue 02, volume 19 (1957,
p. 271
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